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DIVISION THAT MELVIN HORACE PURVIS COMMITTED SUICIDE TODAY. 

IN YARD AT TIME OF SUICIDE. FURTHER DETAILS WILL BE SUBMITTED • « 
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Bagged Big Gangsters. 
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By Ray Morgan. 

(A M*mb*r of Tht &*r'« itittfJ 

M elvin h. purvis, a 

soft-spoken Southern 
lawyer who tracked 
down such gangsters as John 
Dillinger and Charles (Pretty 
Boy) Floyd and mad e G^ran 
a new phrase in the AmericSn 
language* died Monday in his 
home at Florence, S. C. He 
was 56 years old. 

Mention of Purvis recalls a 
colorful but unmourned era 

in imari Tf urac tKn ora ftf 

aaa aauiwa *%»-«■ * *v *▼ w k*iv 

swaggering hoodlums who in 
the 1930s cowed local law en- 
forcement officials with ma- 
chine-gun bullets and bombs. 


"“■’fc" 


raoor t 

- 


checked, particularly in the 
Chicago area, until a small 
band of federal agents, with 
Purvis in the fore, set about 
tracking the gangsters down. 

That story reached its cli- 
max on the electric night ol 
July 22, 1934, when Purvis 
sprang the trap on John Dil- 
linger outside the tiny Bio- 
graph theater is Eas t Chicago, 
Ind. The roar of gunfire that 
dropped Dillinger to the steam- 
ing pavement rocketed Purvis 
and the more than 20 federal 
agents who were working un- 
der his direction into national 
prominence and made the fed- 
eral police agency feared by 
underworld figures every- 
where. 

Three months later, almost 
*o the hour, Purvis led the 
charge of officers that brought 
^ik>yd to a bloody death, gun 
j* band* beside a coracrttron 
jjT farm near East Liverpool 
J©. Tfte showdown came on the 

i— BMLtLgagSLS 

167-NO I RECORDED 
;t JAN 24 m? 


In Roger Touhy Cace. 
Purvis was painstaking In 
his pursuit of the lawless. He 
was credited with rounding up 
most of the hoodlums who fol- 
lowed the late Roger (the Ter- 
rible) Touby and with tending 
Touhy himself and his three 
lieutenants to prison for the 
kidnaping of John (the Bar 
ber) Factor. 

He engineered the raid on a 
Chicago North Side barber- 
shop which resulted in the 
capture of Vern Sankey, then 
“public enemy No. 1," who 
later committed suicide rather 
than face trial for the abduc 
tion of Charles Boettcher II, 
Denver. 

Three agents under Purvis 
lost their lives bringing the 
gun-happy hoodlums to justice. 
Samuel P. Cowley and Herman 
E. Hollis, federal agents, *ere 
MUed in a gun battle in ^ 

Kiwrir. IaJ _ a... . 1 1 T A. 1 — I 

- JUina-icu III (JVC agillllM J^eirari 

Vm. (Baby Face Nelson) Gilliam 
suburban Chicago on Novem- 
ber 27, 1934. Gillis, or Nelson 
as he was better known, also 
was killed. 

Another agent, W. C. Baum, 
was shot to death when Purvis 
and other federal agents 
sought unsuccessfully to take 
members of the Dillinger gang; 
into custody in a tavern known; 
as Little Bohemia lodge near 
Rhinelander, Wi*., on April 23, 
1934. •« ... . 


Witness Against KiebettL 
Funis became known in 
Kansas City when be played 
parti* the conviction of Adam 
Ktefeetii, gangster We, In con- 
nection with the Union Station 
massacre, , fro^c by/ frurvla 
other federal agents bad 
Rkbet^t and a* 



Miller, 
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s made during his 

npo n n witnoEt 1 *U< 


staglTt ft free another gang- 
ster, Frank Nash. 

Purvis had helped to cap 
ture Richetti near WeUsviUe, 
0., October 21, 1934* Floyd 
had escaped then, only to be 
tracked down nest day by 
(Purvis and other federal 
lagents, a short distance away 
at the farm home near East 
■Liverpool* 

V1W1U , 

scribed later as suffering from 
4, a clear case of galloping in- 
sanity/' had been killed by his 
underworld companions. With 
Miller and Floyd dead, only 
Richetti was left to stand trial. 

| On June 13, 1935, Purvis 
jWalked into the courthouse 
here to testify against Richet 


'Purvis 

pearance on the witness stand: 
jwas this laconic, almost classic 
description of the shooting of 
Floyd: 

*T observed underneath the 
com crib, elevated a>out one 
and one-half feet on stilts, the 
feet of a man leaving the car. 
I observed this man started 
to run. I recognized him as 
Charles Arthur (Pretty Boy) 
Floyd. 1 and others commanded 
him to halt. He continued to 
run a zig-zag course. He was 
shot." 

Richetti to Gas Chamber, 
Richetti was couvicted of 


! Purvis got little chance to r U1 V1 * 

;tify between long objections^ 01- his releruless «tivities. 
■made by defense attorneys 




parui’ipduuK in uie 

Station massacre and was exe- 
cuted in the gas chamber at 
the Missouri penitentiary in 
Jefferson City October 7 , 1938. 

On July 12, 1935, Purvis 
esigned from the^gg^There 
was some indication that JL 
the chief 7>F 
agency, was un 


ti. Always frugal with words, ha PPy with the individual pub- 


He traced the capture of Ri- 
chetti. 


"P h^S the longest Speech 


phis was denied. 

However, a New York Times 
story date-lined Chicago, re 
porting the resignation of Pur- 
vis, said: 

4 ‘The head of the bureau 
here . . . denied rumors that 
he had 'differences 1 with his 
chief, chief 

Vl tliC J.riint imirin \i\ |u- 
vmigaSMk It was pointed out, 
however, that the publicity 
phrase 'J^ Edgar Hoover a n 
nces* nas been in we in 
every city except Chicago 


Peferred Obseuri 
rvis certainly was no pub- 
licity seeker himself while be 
was an agent. He would have 
preferred it if he could .nave 
remained completely out of 
the stories of the day but Us 
activities made that difficult. 
He was described by newsmen . 
as u a clam personified" asdl 
his favorite reply to questions l 
was, "Sorry, Colonel, I have)' 
no comment to make." 

It may have been 
Purvis had a deeper and more 
upsetting irritation, at least to 
him, with jJgojgrPurvij said 
publicly that he had promised 
Mrs. Anna Sage, the “woman 
in red” who put the finger on 

n 1 1 1 *Wl (In F- f Vi 41 1 Vni Tula, ta 

sums, iss/v rfuij ui^uv 

some help from the govern- 
ment in fighting deportation. 
The government refused to do 
anything for her and she was 
deported. 

Who was this Purvis who 
grabbed the imagination of 
the American public when It 
was seeking for a challenger 
to the gun-slinging hoodlums? 

Ua t»«*« Vaihi a* _ m M 

axe. woo L/U1U UU ft LULMWU fftnQ 

near Timmonsville, S. C. t and 
his father wanted him to be a 
tobacco farmer like himself. 
•The son had his eyes on big- 
ger things. He was graduated 
with a law degree from the 
University of South Carolina, 
j He spent 20 months prac- 
ticing law as "a very junior 
partner" In a law firm 

rinnan*. O n i"V_ WT «t 

. * ‘vicuvc, o, uu new ifsr r 

day, 1927, he boarded a train 
for Washington, D. _ 

sibly to seek a diplomatic poatj 
There were no v opening) 
lomatfcf posts, but he 
told they .were looking 
bright, young lawyers at 
dal agents tn^the 

um in.. . i* j ■*. _».. - 

vwt.iuv i j uuacy, oetng 


ik&iaasat 







big*127 pound*. He spot' e with ] 
I* good-humored . Southern 1 
'drawl - . ‘ ;1 

j After he quit the FBI ho 
•erved as a consultant on mo- 
tion pictures, radio programs ; 
and, later, television pro- I 
grams. He acquired a radio 
station and a newspaper in i 
Florence. I 


Preferred Quieter Role. 

But his fame rested on the 
eight years be was a blood- ! 
hound on the trail of the big- 
gest crooks of the day. He 
never, relished that role. In a 
book he published in 1936, 
“American Agent/’ he wrote: / 
“1 am not a gunfighter. I 
am not a wily aleuth. To tell 
the truth I was thoroughly 
frightened every time it fell 
to my lot to carry a gun on a 
foray of any kind. 


“There were men who 
served with me who never 
knew the emotion of fear. 
They belonged to the glory 
company of history, those joy- 
ous daredevils who from time 
immemorial have been wait- 
ing for a commander to order 
a charge on the gateway* of t 


i aaimre mem but my 
nervous system is not built 
that way, I never led a raid 
without apprehension, and 
only the knowledge that them 
was a job to do kept me func* 
tioning ...” 

He went after some of the 
biggest criminals of them all 
after World War II when he 
was assigned to investigate 
German and Japanese war 
criminals, after serving in the 
Army as a colonel. Recently, 
he had done some investiga- 
tive. work for the Senate ju- 
diciary committee. He shot 
himself Monday, following a 
period of depression and W 
health. 

In one of his last publie ap- ■ 
pea ranees, a speech before 
the. National Crime C ommie - 
skid association in Wichita 
Ubfee years ago, fee said: . 

fang have maintained, 
tod I afiall continue to assert, 
two Xprofesshnis 






■i 

-s 






# 




( 



* 

r 


i 

V 



f 



l 

jf- 






<■ 


. „|K.“ 

■ 


< r 


( . 



—D1LLINGER KILLER 


! PvtIi had directed the 
i far the desperado duo* Dfflio- 
ger'i daring escape from the 

“ Petal, ' - ‘ " " ‘ 


Famed G-Man 



Slays 


Kiri friend to the theater, 
rai never fflscloeed wbo to 



l 


FLORENCE, S. C. — Mild-mannered Mclvirf^ Panda. 
_ ’bon FBI f — m « shot down John Dillinger and Mtt Bof 
Floyd li moody gangster cleanups of the 1030^ olid 
his own hand Monday. 

Purvis, 56, aa attorney and ra- 
db elation executive, shot him- 
self with a .45-caliber Coll auto* 
malic pistol His wife found his 
body. 

Oorooer Wiliam Eaddy ruled 
the death a suicide and said no 
would be held. Purvis 
IB, despondent and de- 
a spokesman said. So* 
vlv ot s include his wife end three 


. killed Dilllaier. bid the 
that mat with "gaft tag Dtt- 
br death or alive” weid to Fir- 
slightly-baflt m-pound five 
■even inch Sooth Carolinian 
was PBI nsnt is r hirer in 
mi tbs heyday of 
that Dimmer typt- 


Perris was meat in charge 
I eqnad whkh tracked ' 
the bfamoos 
hi beat ef the eld 
we h CM* 
the night ef Jaly U, UM. 



nation's Public 
Xol L Aid in a had of 
Tbs G-men. under 
wed fire, 
b draw hb. 






MEL. TIN PTOVH 


Kill 

if ftneoM DOltaffcr 
fa came mi «f tfa theater.* 

Purvis uid years liter that be 
was “scared as beD” when Dil- 
linger appeared* 

) It was the Pifflnggr shooting 
that brought Purvis national head- 
lines. Dillinger, called “the most 
brazen outlaw since Jesse 
James,'* had been sought across 
the country* Ha was blamed for; 
at least 1* mnrders and hank 1 
(robberies netting 1600,000. and 
had his face altered by plwtic 
surgery. - — J 

“It was a good Job the s ur g eon 
on Us face,” Funis said, 
"but I knew Unr the adnata l 
him.** of - r^-v 

Purvis wet flie fends of aw# 
spoctocsfer doae-ta Oct. 
UM when he fed time other 
four fecal police 


CcL S 


;P 

'V, ' r— & 



* v : x-i 

>0 - v -i 


v 


Mr. 

Mr. M-Guii 

Mr. Roeen — 

Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Trotter 

Mr. W.C.Solliven 

Xde. Room 


Mr. Irigran 
Miss Gandy. 
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N«ted G-Man > 

Kills 

T„ 171^— «t Tunmonsville, S. C, 

in riorence^iPM* »•* • u» graduate * 

.’.f, 1 ttoArivenity of South Carolina 
Law School After leaving the 


Cattnti Fna 

officers n • raid on 
Bear East Liverpool, Obicjfl' 
receiving a tip that 
Floyd was la hiding 

* ahoottag 

Parris was oae of 
pat a ballet Mo Floyd, 

Ua life, . 

Coroner William T. 

■aid a self-inflicte shot 
the jaw brought death to 



D, C, and later 
an afternoon news- 

r m hero for .* time. Be served 
Africa. France and Germany 
fe World War n and roat to the 
Mpf foil colonel 
rBtlnwned radio station WOLS 

an imtucceaeftil canfi 
solicitor (prosecutor) of 
Judicial Circuit in IMS. 
application to tbs FH 
ployment as an agent was, 


at U a. m. in the upstairs hall- almost turned down unti l J. Ed- 
wny of his home. His wife, Mrs. asr Hoover's eye caught a no- 
rMfit Purvis, raa front the iaUoA U Tus r ecommend a tion 
garden when a shot rang ant : from the University of South Car- 
and discovered the body. j olins Law School which cited 

Purvis' offices at the Florence ** ®®** C **,, 

studios of station WOLS were ! * “ rty " 

crowded with mementoes of his 
FBI career, which began in 1M7. 

FT9lMd pictures d tow id 
crime-basting associates dotted 
tha walls beaidt rifles and Cra- 


in recent years, the rilgtd, 
graying Purvis divided Ha flat 
between buriness and tha law. 
HU office said ha bad bean In 
Washington three weeks ago ta 
help prepare 


Justice administration Jar tfceU.fr 

■ Judiarv 


0-19 (Rov. l-n-*0) 
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W.C* Sullivan 
Tele* Room _ 
Ingram 
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The Man Who Lot John UUIi 

J k 


‘—Tte Associate! Press,- 
Oct 23, 1934 


Melvin H. Purvis, the head 


'' Melvin Hi Purvis, youthful 
chief of the cmcago office of the 
tj c tvnt nf j u$ticg . today told 
thV'tim^in g sto ry~o! hcrw he got 
John Dillinger. 

—The Post, July 23, 1934 
Melvin H. Purvis, leader of 
the agents of the _ 

Justice who brought to an end announced his resignation today. 


Of the Chicago Bureau of Inves- 
Dept. pi 


tigation of the 


tig* 

"wn 


nded in 


o le3‘ The hufit that end 
Dent, oiJ the shooting of John Dillinger. 


■JWflTDillinger's career, was tne 
Hfth of a family of eight and 
was born and reared In the 
imaH town of Timmonsville, 
S. C His boyhood associates re* 
call him as a rather quiet youth, 
Af even temper, pleasant and 
affable, readyto do his share in 
any boyhood undertaking. 

> i — The New York Times, 

# . r July 24, 1934 

£ Melvin H. Purvis, youthful 
attorney who turned sleuth, 
marked another notch Oil his 
in today— the death of Pretty 
oy Floyd. It was his men who 
Jlentlessly trailed the South 
jtem gunman to his ,death 
st as they shot down John Dil 
in Chicago. 


— The New York Times, 
July 12, 1935 
A suggestion that dissension 
between nir r rt o r i f Tidp- a r Him 
ver and Melvin H. Purvis Jr-, 
aw b f the Chicago force of 
Omen went unconfirmed today 
at the Ju stice JJ rph 

*• — 1 JfeAsaociated Press, 

July 13, 1935 

¥ ¥ ¥ 

Melvin R Purvis now heads 
the “Melvin Purvis Junior G- 
Man Corps,” an organization of 
hiidren who eat Post Toasties. 
—The World Telegram, 
Sept. 12, 1936 
Melvin Purvis, famous ex* 
ce of the G-Men, is expected to 


reenact the capture and klllirtg 
of John Dfflingef In a projected 
motion Dieture, 

—The Dally News, 
March 27, 1937 

Melvin H. Purvis settled some 
speculation as to his future 
activities today by announcing 
that he planned to write a se- 
ries of magazine article® on hi® 
eight years In the war on 
criminals. 

— The Associated Pres®* 

. July 15, 1935 
Ex -G-Man Melvin Purvis* who 
is credited with the extinction? 
of 'john Dillinger, was north- 
bound to New York yesterday 
with his bride, the former Mrs. 
Rosanne Wilcox Taylor, of 
Florence, S, C. They were mar- 
ried in Charlotte, plan a Euro- 
pean honeymoon. " -w 
— The Dally News, 
— Sept 16, 1938 

CoL Melvin Purvis, form 
FBI agent who captured^ 
TuHuiger, was reported 
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"Laid 

Last night ft 
with M Stf* 
man wt J 

pdng Ilf 
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Mild-mannered 
via, whose 
down John 
Boy Floyd ha 
cleanups of the 
his own hand today, 
dan said ha had 

and In poor health 
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Did Purvis 
FBI and Fame? 

if. 


BY DON SULAIVAN I Washington, DC., were siTent T| 

Why did Melvi/#urvis, the today on Purvt*’ reasons, hut{ 
Quiet little G^nK who cutljgM Igafl* “ ld their tnn_ 

. down the dflminsl giants of j G-man quit for two reason si 
the *30a, leave the 1. Purvis felt he should 

of IgxttditidluuL at have been raised to No. 2 or 
the height or his career? |3 man in the Washington 
Purvis, who Wiled himself ; headquarters of the be* 
yesterday, shot his way to e a u s e of his outstanding 
fame as agent in charge of record, 
the Chicago office of 2. W a s h i n gton officials, 

from 1932 to 1935. | jealous of Purvis’ fame, quar- 

Funera 1 services will be . reled over the tremendous 
held tomorrow in Florence, ! amount of publicity he had 
9- C. 1 {garnered for himself. Purvis, 

_ The S foot 7 Inch, 127 lan intensely proud man, quit 
pound gangbuster led Fgl in anger, 
agents in the capture "TOn Depressed, HI 

jttllmg of John DiUinger, and! while mystery clouds Pur- 
Jpersonally shot down Charles^. ms0n8 for Ie4vilIg hig 

iSllJ ?» ® ! y L^° y *^ r° rk « crime fighter, the, 
t«iMj * -vw *-ouu, ic^cum stances of his luicide 
Smashed Touhy Gang fire clear. 

Hi« line by line perusal of 'Purvis was In poor health 
the ledgers of Samuel Insult and suffering from great 
led to the downfall of a 2 mental depression. * ! 

billion dollar utility empire;) Yesterday he killed himself 
he personally captured Vem ’ in ^ home in norence, S. C. 



Mr. M^Ctr. re- 


Mr* Hcscil 
Mr. 


Mr. Trotter- 
Mr* W,C.3nllir^a 
i Tele* Room — 

Mr. Ingram- 
Min Gandy- 



a*~+*- Sa ' c 

(*> 


tut* 

drGui** 


Sankey, wanted for two kid- 
papings, while Sankey sat in 
I barber chair, and it was 
nrris who smashed the 


Purvis ended his life with 
pistol. 

His wife, Rosesnne, heard 
the shot and found him dead 
on ihe second floor of their 
Florence home. Purvis left 
his wife end three sons, the 
youngest 14. 

At his death, Purvis owned 
a small ‘radio station, WOLS, 
in Florence, but reportedly 
was wealthy from the. pro*; 
ceeds of a tobacco plantation 

.. owned by his father.* J 1 

L*W;jEb i But,*more^th» wealth, 

rlh PhlMlIA Mfd Pnowta 4hi tUfle 1 Maw . 


Dropped from Sight 
j those years the soft 
ooutberner with the 
[ eyes-, was the most famed 
in America, 
i bn July 13, 1935, Pur* 
the FBI. Be laid it 
"personal reasons” 
. % - 
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m l^rapt Fitlji ■ ■■» 

After three unsuccessful 
attempts to trap Dillinger in 
the following three months, 
Purvis and his agents laid in 
wait outside the Biograpb 
theater, 2433 N* Lincoln av.. 
on JulJy 22, They had been 
tipped off by a mysterious 
" lady in red.” For two hours 
FBI agents and Gary police 


ftn I toil to th-oH—oik. 
dead. Purvia later revealed 
that the agents and police, 
after the shooting, swore to 
keep secret who fired the 
first shot at Dillinger. 

Exactly three months later, 
on Oct 22, Purvia and his 
agents cornered Pretty Boy 
Floyd, bank robber and kill* 
er, in a farm near- East Liv* 


waited and sweated In the 
hot night. 

At l(k40 p. m., Dillinger 
and two women friends 
emerged blinking from the 
dark theater. Purvis, in (he 
lobby, lit a cigar— the signal 
i — and whispered to an agent 
.nearby. ' ( 

\ Dillinger, sensing danger, 
groped for a pistol in pis 
packet. Gunfire burst fr&m 
! both sides, and public enemy 


erpool, 0. ; 

Floyd tried to shoot his; 
way out. Purvis’ gunfire^ 
dropped the slick-haired des- 
perado in a cornfield. 

!; , Dedicated Boss 

Purvia was known by his 
; fellow workers as a quiet 
gentlemanly person when off 
duty, and as a relentless, 
;J nervous, dedicated boss when 
on the job. But none of the 
men question by Chicago’s 
Amxrican professed a close 
personal relationship with 
the tough little G-man. 

Purvis himself uttered his 
epitaph in 1957, when, re- 
calling his experiences, be 
told a newsman: 

"I was often scared, but I 


Dfvcr ran away.** 
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to Mr. A . H. Belmon 


%% 


MeGutr* 
Ho*#r» _ 


date: 2-29-60 


Lee J ; 


W«C. Suit Ivan 

T*W, Room 


from : Mr . J . P 



subject: FORMER SA CROSSELL 
AMARILLO, TEXAS 


The above-captioned individual contacted the 


writer on 2-29-60 at 10:45 p.u . and advised that he had 
previously worked for former SA Melvin (Hurvie and wanted 
to know where he could send flowers 9 since he had just 
heard on the radio of the death of Purvis. Cro swell was 
advised that the newspaper stories concerning the death 
of Purvis bore the dateline of Florence , Sath Carolina • 


ACTION 


For information 
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1 -Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Lee 
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Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


( m 


JMflh® nl 



to Mr. Mohr 

from C. D. DeLoach 

subject: MELVIn(A>URVIS 

SUICIDE 2-29-60 


date: February 29. 1960 




Looch l 
Uolone _ 
McGuire 
Ro*#n _ 
Timm _ 
Tro<t*t _ 


**C. Sullivrrt . 
Tele. Roorr. 


Gttxly 






Former Agentm^H^ho left the Bureau in 1951 and who is 
currently the Chief Counsel , Senate Post Office and Civil Service Committee, 
called and in my absence talked to Wick. He talked of the suicide of Purvis. 

fsaid that Purvis, who has been employed by a Senate Judiciary 

Subcommittee, has not looked well for the last several weeks, has not been eating 
and last week came down with the flu. Co-workers actually forced him to take, 
plane home to Florence, South Carolina, last week. He wa‘s ashen in color. 
said he knows that Purvis had a disintegrated disc in his back and that has caused 
him considerable pain and Purvis feare^^^steomyelitis (bone disease) haibeen 
spreading through his system. He tolti^H^f not too long ago that he would "never 
take my own life - I’ve got too much to live for. ’’ 

f said that Mrs. Purvis lives in Florence, Sout^C^oUna, 
was formerly active in the radio station Purvis has there but is nowT^EHg care of 
the three Purvis boys, one in grade school, one in high school and the oldest in 
college at the University of South Carolina* 




[ said he believed Purvis had been taking a considerable amount 

of drugs recently to ease the pain in his back. y ^ i y C" 

' 

ADDENDUM: 2-29-60. ECKieln: 

Reference is made to my previous memorandum 
today concerning the possibility of writing to i 
Mrs. Purvis. 

We conducted a recent special inquiry of 
Purvis for the Senate Committee on the Judiciary 
i and several persons close to the Purvises 


1 - Mr. Jones 

REWrsak^t^ 
(3) ° 


5^ 


u> 


< we are answering all press inquiries in this matter wjthn!TcommBf7 
recommended^no letter be sent to Mrs. Purvis. jr 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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Memorandum 


to Mr. Mohr 


date: March 7 , ’ 19<?0 


from 


C. D. DeLoach 



subject ARTICLE IN "THE CHICAGO AMERICAN, ” J •'*- 
MARCH 1, I960, ENTITLED "WHY DID 
PURVIS QUIT FBI AND FAME?" 

The above-captioned article specifically stated, "FBI officials in 
Chicago and Washington, D. C. , were silent today on Purvis’ reasons, but some 
secretly said their top G-man quit for two reasons: (1) Purvis felt he shouQ 
have been raised to No. 2 or 3 man in the Washington headquarters of the FBI 
because of his outstanding record. (2) Washington officials, jealous of Purvis’ 
f a me, quarreled over the tremendous amount cf publicity he had garnered for 
himself. Purvis, an intensely proud man, quit in anger." 


Becretly said, " Mr. Tolson instructed: "Ask SAC who is doing this talking. " With 
respect to (i) and (2) above reflecting the reasons for Purvis’ resignation, 

Mr. Tolson noted, ”1 never heard this." 


to the writer of this article, Don Sullivan, and,if so, what did he tell Sullivan. 

Lopez stated that Sullivan called him February 29, 1960, and asked: (1) Did Lopez 
know Purvis? Lopez replied that he did not know Purvis. (2) What kind of person 
was Purvis reputed to be while in the FBI? Lopez told Sullivan he did not know 
inasmuch as he was not personally familiar with Purvis. (3) Why did Purvis 
quit the FBI? Lopez told Sullivan he had no knowledge whatsoever why Purvis 
quit the FBI. He stated Sullivan did not ask any further questions and did not talk 
to anyone else in the Chicago Office. Lopez stated that this very definitely ia. 
speculation on the part of Sullivan. He indicated the possibility of Sullivan having 
talked to u. s. Attorney Tieicen, but stated this was highly improbable inasmuch 
aa Tieken did not, according to Lopez’ knowledge, know Purvis. 


With reference to the statement attributed to Chicago Agents, "some 


I called SAC Lopez in Chicago today. I asked him if he had talked 
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UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 
BUREAU OF DEPARTMENTAL OPERATIONS 

WASHINGTON 0 , 0 . C. 

March 3, i960 


r 

FILE REFERENCE 

RCCiMASrdcp 

Director 

NAME /v 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 

Melvin H/jjeirvis 

Washington 25, D. C. 

DATE OF BIRTH ( f/Pi/Tr) 

ATTN : Personnel Section 

1 

October 24, 1903 


In an application for benefits under the Civil Service Retirement 
Act, it is alleged that the above-named individual performed service aa 
follows: 


DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY 

BUREAU OR BRANCH, ANO LOCATION 

FBI 

FBI, Washington, D. C« 

POSITIONS HELD 




non 

TO 


2-4-27 

8-5-35 


Fbr use in connection with this claim, you are requested to furnish 
by indorsement on the reverse of this form a complete schedule of his or 
her employment in your office. 


If the employee was on leave of absence without pay in excess of 
six months in the aggregate during any calendar year, please state par- 
ticulars. 


If the employee rendered service on a w. a. e. 
days actually employed should be shown. 

REC- 133 . »•' 


basis, the number of. 

7 


If the service claimed above cannot be verified it‘~£ay be necessary 
to request a pay roll search in the General Accounting Office. You are, 
therefore, requested to give the disbursing reference if it is available. 
Reference should include the name and symbol number of the disbursing 
officer who made the payment, and any other data which will aid the General 
Accounting Office to find the desired information. 



Sincerely yours, 

* 

Andrew E. Ruddock 
Chief, Retirement Division 



SET 


CERTIFICATE OF EMPLOY IKS AGENCY 


FULL WMF OF 
FORMER EMPLOYEE. 


(Umt) 


(fift) (Middlm) 


DATE OF BIRTH 


(Mmmth) (EyJ flSS"* 


service history 


MATURE OF 
ACTION 


POSITION 


rate or PAT fPer 

Annua, par Wise, 

pmr Aw, *U f ) 


EFFECTIVE 

OATC 


DEPARTMENT OR AGENCY, INCLUDING DOREAU, 
BRANCH OR OlVtSION VNERE EMPLOTEO 


FISCAL SATA (IF AVAILABLE) 


AGGREGATE BASIC EARNINGS FOR PERIODS 
SUBSEQUENT TO 7/31/20 DURING WHICH 
NO DEDUCTIONS WERE HADE 

RETIREMENT DEDUCTIONS, IF ANY 

PERIODS OF SERVICE 

AGGREGATE 
•AG 1C PAT 

PERIODS OF SERVICE 

GROSS 

RETIREMENT 

DEDUCTIONS 

BEGINNING 

DATE 

ENDING 

DATE 

BEGINNING 

DATE 

ENDING 

OATE 
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re correct to the 
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CALENDAR 

TEAR 

LEAVE VITHOUT 
‘ PA'T 
f/a dmy%) 

knowledge and belief* 



(Sigmmtmtm) 
(Official Title) 








remarks: 


(t>rnp»rtmmnt ar Afrmcj) 


USCSC*— *A$H INGT ON 0 C 


DATE 
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JL: * 




Mr. Aa4r«* S. R u ddo c k 
Chief, l»tlr«ut Division 
Bureau of Departaental Operations 
Uhl tod Statos Civil Service firnsl 
Washington 2ft, D. C. . 



¥ 


Dear Mr. Ruddock: 


■& 3 


Receipt is acknowledged of pour inquiry dated March 3. 1060. 
regarding Mr. Melvia H/JPurvia, your file reference SCCjMASidcp. 

Mr. Purvis entered on duty in the federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation on February 4, 1037, as a Special Agent, Grade CAT S, 03700 
per annus. Be did not have coverage under the Civil Service Retire- 
seat Act during his eeploysent here . Be received the follovlaa 
and salary changes! 


Salary 


Effective Date 


CAP S 


CAP 0 
CAP 10 


$3800 

$3000 .(Welch Act) 
$3100 


> 1 
.,*■ - 


CAP 

CAP 

11 

13 


MUISDK9 ' 

", ■ 


mars • I960 

CAP 

13 ^ 

COUU-FBf 


$3300 

$3400 

$3600 

$4000 

$4300 


10-1-37 

7-1-3S 

13-1-38 

3-1-30 

3-1-30 

7-16-30 


C- 


00 > 


o * 

; o 


<n 




$5000 

$5300 

$5400 

$5600 

$5800 


/ 


11-16-30 


*Y 

: t. • 


2 

* 


11-16-31 

3-1-33 

3-1-34 


2 UK 8 entMM 

^Jkr 1/ ^^ Th^is^voluntariiy reslgncdeff active at the close of 


Icecc^August 5, 1035. (tor records indicate his date of birth Was 


Clinton 


-Oetob ur^Rd, isos. 

! ' *W) 67-74«« 

Agents have been subject to 
RetiroMat since 6-23-36 per 
<■!#*» 74th Congress. 


CJS "si 






John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Melvin Purvis Dies J 
Of Wound by Pistoi 


i 

i 

4 


By JOE MARTIN 
Manila* New* Stitt Wrtter 
Melvin Purvis, the man credited 
with ending the criminal careen 
of John Dillinger and Pretty Boy 
Floyd. ended bis own life Mon- 
day morning at hit borne on Chero- 
kee Road 

Purvis, 56, who gained internat- 
ional fame as the FBI agent re- 
sponsible for helping to curb 
crime, died at 11 a>m. of a aetf- 
milicted pistol wound. 

His wife, flosanne, said she waa 
working in the yard when she 
heard a shot in the house. Mrs. 
Purvis told Coroner William Fad- 
dy and family doctor W. R Mead 
she found her husband's body ly- 
ing hi the second floor hallway. 

Dr, Mead said Mr. Purvis re- 
cently was named by Seuatsr 
Lpotoi Jahshan as chief eeaa- 
sel far the Senate sabcemnaiUee 
mi judicial machlaery aad that 
he bad been la year health far 
several years. 

Mr. Purvis returned to Florence 
from Washington eight days ago. 
HeJ was reported in a mentally 
essed state about his health. 

e was to see me Monday 
ing/’ Dt- 



ncFENcr nf’.vs 

F j C. 


>A 


MELVIN PURVIS 
. , . former FBI agent 

Mr. Purvit did no! keep t£ ap- 
pointment. Coroner Eaddr luid 
when be arrived at the Pin 
home he found the body lyi* in 
. (See MELVIN on Paf* *L 




JAMES A. R0CT2RS 
Editor 

JMB/ 


SAVAiTNAH DIVISION 


t ^fCLccuag (s'? -7 



?A 


r 


Melvin Purvis 
Dies at Home 


At Age of 56 


»M« 1\ 

\ * poo) of blood with a pistol next 
to aa outstretched band. 

{■'' Mr. Purvis completed his law 
j studies at the University of South 
Carolina and Joined the Federal 


Bureau of Investigation in vut. 


HE SERVED at field » g»nt |j 
i Charge at several FBI offices 
I across the country prior to mov- 
' tag into Chicago, where he gain- 
ed national recognition as the 
lui who shot Diliinger." 

. Aside from the Diliinger episode, 
however, Mr. Purvis helped track 
down such unde rwo rld characters 
M Baby Face Nelson and the re-; 
cenUy-paroled Roger (Toughy)l 
Touhy. [ 

Toofay was the man convicted In I 
the famous Chicago "Jake the 
Barber" kidnapping case. J 

After his career as captor of 
master criminals, Mr. Purvis went 
te San Francisco, Calif, where be 
set 19 law practice from UM 
through 1938 

Be came hack to his native 
Florence, where he continued his 
h* practice until 1 ML , | 

£ ' Aatx n^srakg hen. Mr. P^> ! 
f<m «s«wf Me "Fleresee Ir» 
“Alter two yean af 
ho ooli Mo totaeeOt 


When Wo rld War II began hi 
w4s aumftonod to WMrahtnu, 
wham bo was put to chsrgs of 
qtfbcar school wk QgW* 

thorpo and Camp Custar. 

After a brief period la Ameri- 
ca, Mr. Purvia was ssat ta Afri- 
ca, where be served as Provost 
Marshal. Ha held eimilar posts 
in Italy and Southern Franca. Ha 
held the rank ef coloaeL 
At the wart sod, CoL Purvis aid- 
ed in gathering evidence need to 
convict Nad war crimtnala. 


AFTER HU WORK hi Ger- 
many. Mr. Purvia pnrcba a o d ra- 
dio atation WOLS bon. { 

Fran 1161 through 1MB, ha was; 
chief council on the Manpower] 
Policies and Peat Office and CMI 
Service Committee 
Although Mr. Purvis' law prac- 
tice was primarily derated to an 
advisory rapacity be, on occasion, 
did some courtroom work. . 

Born in Timmonsville Ocf. K 
1903, Mr. Purvis is survived by 
his widow and three grown sons, 
Melvin Jr., PhH Alston and Chris- 
topher P 
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Purvis Rit es j 
Set for Noon 
Wednesday 


Melvin EL Paris. M/ntton** 
and former F. B, I, agent, toed 
at u a.m. Monday at . Ms wak 
dance. 1W Cherokee BA, d I 
sell- inflicted gun-shot wound. He 
wss owner ef Radio station WOLS 
in 




ad et noon Wadneodsy to fit. John's 
Epkcopei Church by the Rev, Jo* 
aepb R. Horn m. rarior, 
tar. Joseph A. DiRadda, 

«f AH saints Epit 

Burial will be to 
Cemetery. * 

Mr. Purvis was a native of Itoh- 
monsvffle. Hj# parents vwre ttt 
late Melvin Horace and Jrale 
Mhns Purvis of Flormee aad Dw- 

a T,??£*. ■**.**■* 

Episcopal Church, a member ef 
the Men's Cb* and a former ves- 
tryman of tits church. Mr. P»» 
vis was s Mam and »P"W| 
«f Hampton Lodge toi. AJJU 
a member of Daldw CensJetarf 
of Charleston; a fihrtoer and a 
member af Omar Temple, 
leston, the Jeatara and fh 
Dee Shrine Chib. He was a _ 
her ef tbs Omsr Chapter elthe 
Kappa Alpha Fraternity: to 

America Legion and the Vatar- 
ant of Foreign Worts 
Surviving are Wt widow, 
Melvin tt Purvi* of FtoftB«* *** 
merly Eotanoe Wfflcex; throo 
•ont, Melvin R Purvit Jr., Jmlor 
at the tJnim»tty of B. PhfflP 
Alston Purvis and * " ‘ 


rtnean Purvi* j^Ftonwct; jgj 


sv&,!sr«i.« 

of Cofwnhla. Mrs. A. 


aMW JM W WPOi ™ * 
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Purvis, Dillinger’s 

Nemesis, Kills Self 1 

. " * * -j 

FLORENCE (Special) — Melvin Purvis, the mild- 
mannered South Carolinian who spearheaded the bloody 
FBI gangster cleanups of the 1930's, died by his own 
hand Monday at his home. * . J 

It was Purvis’ FBI teams that shot down John Dill- 
inger and Pretty Boy Floyd, two of the nation’s former, 
top “public enemies.’! 

Purvis, 56, had kit the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation in 1335 
to follow careers in law and 
broadcasting. The fatal shot came 

from a chrome-plated .45 caliber 
automatic. 


I His physician said be had been 
I depressed and in poor health re-. 
[ cently, Acquaintances said Pur-] 
I vis often carried a weapon. 

Coroner William T. Caddy said 
a ' self 'inflicted shot through the 
Jaw brought death shortly before 
noon in the upstairs hallway of 
his home. His wife. Rosaline, ran 
from the garden when a shot rang 
out and found the body. * 

Twenty-five years ago, Purvis, 
a graduate of the law school of 
the University of South Carolina, 
beaded a picked team of FBI 
agents as agent-in-charge of the 
bureau's Chicago office. 



He led teams — and, some my, 
fired the fatal shots — that killed 
Dillinger Floyd durirfr the no- 

torious gangland era. Purvis was 
instrumental in capturing Verne 
Sankey, also a No. 1 public ene my 
la Us heyday. Sankey, ta km to a 
(tofeagw barber toopt* 1 
lUcfcfc after Us capture, ‘ ' 

- Jg was 'ttie DBhnger 

mt Purvis prttoa^i 

— 


MELVIN PUB VIS 
knew him toe minute I 


me*," walked out at a i 
rate house toe Ught of Jufy 22, 


I 

him." 

On Oct 22, 1594, Purvis* men 
captured Pr et t y Boy Floyd. The 
stick-haired desperado met death 
in a cornfield north at East Liver- 
pool, Ohio, 

b? Ponds 'dtvfckd hi* 'tin* be- 
aad the law. 
lM.ths Tta 

* natation «0L*wt 

which he wt s lStdsnL Wtw 

FBI carver, wtdeb beg an hr H37. 
sUbum*~ ~ 



The State 
Columbia, S. C. 


S.L. LATD53R, JR 
Editor 

Date: 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 

. ^ 7! 

Director, FBI 




SUBJECT: 


\ 


$ 


DATE: 3/2 


SAC, Savannah (77-2055) 


ifp/JR 


MELVIN HORACE! P/LJRVIS 
FORMER SPEC I AIT AGENT 
ADMINISTRATIVE MATTER 


Reference is made to Savannah teletype dated 
2/29/60 advising that MELVIN HORACE PURVIS 
committed suicide that date. 



Mr. Trwtt*r 

Mr. W.C-ScfiiTM 

Trie. Room 

Mr. Intfi-a __ 
Hw <Ua4y_ 




Attached is an article which appeared 
Florence Morning News, March 1 
as an article which appeared in 
daily Columbia, S, C, newspaper, dated March 1, 
i960. Nothing further Is known regarding the 
suicide by the resident agents assigned to 
Florence, S. C. 


ppeared in the /? ^ vffiL l ' 

, i960, .as well ■jk' 

n The State, a / / 

♦ JV- 
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- Bureau (Ends. 2) 

- Savannah 
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Memord. 


TO Mr. P&rtois 

f RUM £ 



date: February 29, I960 


t. 



O 

si BjEfrr. ROGER TOUHY 

HABEAS CORPUS PROCEEDINGS 


Stanford Clinton, Sr., Chlaago attorney represent!! 

John "Jake the Barber" Factor In kin nillloo-dollar suit against 
the publisher of Touhy ’e book, "The Stolen Tears," ia formed Agents 
of Chicago Division on 2/26/60, that In near futur* he was going 
to attempt to secure a deposition from BelvinE<Furvis relative to y 
the FB^'s alleged wire tapping la connection with Touhy 'n app rehens lo 



( 


Clinton cemented that none years ago the FBI had rofdftoff - 

to produce records before Judge John P. Barnes, U* 8. District Oourt, 
Chicago, and sines Touhy made allegations In his book that the FBI 
was allegedly aware through wire tap information that Factor had 
not been kidnaped, he looped that both Purvis and this Director^ 
nodify their position in this matter and furnish information.^ 



Files have been reviewed and It has been ascertained 
the Bureau had so wire taps in the Investigation of the Facto 
kidnaping, nor could any record be located an to any reference: 
having been nade concerning alleged wire taps in the hearing 
by Judge Barnes in 1954, Is connection with Touhy' n habeas ''corpse 
proceedings. The file did reveal that the State's Attorney’s* 
in Chicago had had wire taps on Touhy' s defense attorsey and 
the home of a relative of a nember of Touhy' s gang. 

^jt / V- - 

ALLEGATION INTOUffT'S *"' ** 



On page 193 Touhy writes concerning Factor's 
at trial regarding a telephone call Factor received on 7/24/33 , ^yun 
one of his kidnapers, negotiating for the collection of an additional 
$50,000 ransom. The book includes the ntatmaent that an FBI./ 
secretary nade notes nt an agtsnaima tslephone. 

■n V ^ “ 




Factor did rcesiws s t< 
[individual he ideatiflod as one *i his 
enow when they were golag^o 

JRB:een . J 

w ttlu 


r 
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Memorandum to Ur. Parsons 


Factor made arrangements for this individual to call hia back at 
11 o'clock the following noralag, at irhich time a Special Agent 
listened In on an extension tel ephnae and made stenographic notes 
of the conversation. This was not a h ire tan . The conversation 
consisted of Factor's aifricelti.es in raising the $50,000 because 
of stock market conditions. The caller informed Factor that he 




^ OBSERVATIONS 


The Bureau's position in refusing to make available our 


v- 


records pertaining to the Factor kidnaping has twice been upheld. 

On 6/2/49, former SAC George He Swain was adjudged in contempt by 
Judge John P. Barnes, Chicago, when he relied on Departmental order 
3229 for refuslag to produce Bureau files. On 2/26/51, ths U. 8* 
Supreme Court removed the contempt proceedings against McSvala. 

Asst. Dir. John F. Malone, then SAC at Chicago wan adjudged la coat* 
before Judge Barnes on 9/18/52, for failure to produce Bureau Tiles, 
This finding of contwpt van reversed by the 0. 8. Circuit Court 
Appeals on 11/19/52. ^ 

There is no reason for our position to be changed at thia‘ 
Factor's suit is a civil matter and la of ao concern to thn" 
It in no way affects tha oause af Justice. 
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It Is not ktora why Btufor4 Cliatoa would vsut to 
obtain a d£p£aition iron fomer SAC Melrin Purria, would 

appear that be ia on a fishing aapedltlon. I***™* as the: fii 
reveal no wire tap existed Purria would be ia no position to 
give any information concerning any alleged wire tap. 


At auch tine aa any wequeat nay be made by Stanford 
Clinton or others, the request will be declined. 
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Addendum lDM:hcw 2/29/60 v - r 

Note UPI news ticker, 2/29/60, indicated Melrin Purria committed ^ 
auicide at Florence, South Carolina. ■? . ; 
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f^os# Anything 

% 

At A Glance 

*T ABIGAIL — 

Th* pr— mt fUai ti Um Cor- 
Cu fanm ioty 


WhainTf merchants ar* bitter 
■fib to swallow, many of them 
behove. A “special” concession 
wee mod# two fetn age Wh en 
flbe local tax rat* was revised, 
apwwrds to tOe am. the ene hmwj 
dred dollarv ti real eetaU sad 
stationery at 90c on 
for local bmhisf- 
pa fiitvm Just recently the 

U — -* 1 

tbi to wp the ante on the 
baatoessman and that’s the way 
it will be unless Council can, 
ha pei Hided otherwise. It isi 
understood that a number of * 
merchant a will enter an of&- 
ml protest Monday night whcr^ 
be Council holds He regular 
Lasting. It is common know- 
Uge that Uxw are at an all- 
Jsa high and bitter reeenv 
mot n generated each and er= 
ery time another increase is 
proposed. It is the contention 
and consens us of the local busi- 
ness interests that the town is 
too small for anyone to ever 
got rich here and for that mat- 
ter they feel that taxes hare 
reached their senith as every 
dollar spent these days repro 
sects a hardship on the busi- 
It is highly likely there’ 


hewly-formed Jaycees and the lo- 
cal Chamber of Commerce at 
Monday's meeting to protest 
$)m . iaerepee. It is felt geber- 
that the alarming, way 
which taxes and the cost of 
are rising that they are a 
st to young men conoid- 
mttmtog ***?!* 
f jointed cot Oritt^k 

le sum of money thesej 

: Spy Sp-| 

,*p«fceipel and Una and] 
tormtAry t»* 
'MwiD'ttin 
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^Kjfco^er '^fe which jfcouldtt 
dfltlJUW "lnd undoubtedly m<xfl-j 
fled is the sewer tax structure j 
Many of our local residents 
renting rooms and apartments 
are generally disgusted with 
the present, method of asses- 
sing the tax and feel that some 
sort of relief or modification if 
needed. Some of our neighbor-^ 
hi j j the same s itu ~ 

ation or dilemma when they h*-^ 
stalled sewerage systems in re-j 
cent years. By trial and error 
they managed to correct the . 
situation to the satisfaction of 
aU concerned. Take for example, 
aa apartment owner who opJ 
era ted six "apartments. In Bm- 
mitaburg he would be assessed; 
f 160 in sewer , tax alone. , Ini 
contrast to this Thunnoot has a) 
fate structure which 1 

apartment operator a *break.*j 
For the first apartment he is 
charged $10 annually, and fo^ 
each additional apartment the 
fee , b $4.00. Ton can readily, 
set that a great injustice and< 
hardship is being worked oa 
local property-owners. Comparer 
the difference in rates: In Em- 
mitaburg a six-apartment house 
costs $150 . * . in Thurmont 

J. *4/1 AA 4U. 

•UQ »•¥« M fW*W IVi »fW MHW 

convenience or service. Appar- 
ently an imposition b being 
made on Emmitsburg apart- 
ment operators. P. S.: In addi- 
tion Thurmont's tax rate is 60c 
on the hundred as compared 
with Emmitsburg’* 79c on the 

Hoo. f ~ _ , j 
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The Monday evening XV 
itemed the of 

Melvi^ — the 

age 



years ago 

killed the infamous DHUai 
while an EBI man. 

Mel Punii retired 
before the war. An 
pie know, the JSSU Mf» «n| 
Usually qualified attorneys. Pure 
eis retired to private prmetied 
for reasons of health. Then 
came the war, and the 
grabbed him for r the JudgeAd; 
wocate Genera? s , Jtaff. ; 
was a fnD colonel, and 
his health l es trict i pus 
hbs to the USA. he i 
of the war fc 
Theater. f }< 



w was joss new* % 
in 1646 when he 
the USA. I should know ia.‘ 
came beck with Up ea the 
‘Lejuenc. Mel was ia 
gin rummy Ian, and so wi 
ship's captain. I spent 
an hour In the Captain** 
kibitzing the games. Mel 
ed me around, ‘ 
then invaria bly 

jrtni’t there, the t*p Uh |h^ 

Japtain's 
watched 



ILOO ^ 

One evening, aa l ent ^ 

eaMn, Just talking, I played 
a very eld 46 
▼iuusly.it was not war 
tioa. As 

Wurted: Is this the 
kfllad DflUnger, Meif* 
ply Was typical 
bullets from that 
of DHUnger at the 
One would, have 
fW ether ballets 
boys 



sens ’ teed hy 

t* Us i 

"WUj*. (H %Mk a 

VBA Parris rtfitr ‘ 
hw prattle*. Hh 
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i- After IS yea n 
port of Us d e at h . 
listed ss snick 
UrrninsUd hImsaH. 

Then an msny hi 
hef who will object to 
I can only qaoti n eld 
maqnoddy Indian saying: 
ms net Judge until I hen 
•d fn hit for 

moons." Colonel Melvin Pei e h , 
le lets lHf, was a pear 
er than the writer. Be 
U yean older. 




Kelvin Cragger, 9, 
and Mrs. Wfcyne Cragger, 
herg R2, was treated at the War- 
ner Hospital, Gettysburg, B o tar - 
day for a fracture at Us am *►; 
ee i ve d in a falL 1 


JSth Birthday 
I Mrs. Mary C. Poes, 
jpnrg, celebrated her Mth birth 
Jlay quietly et her home on 


9 


1 



§uicide of- Agerit 
Rolls. Back Years 
(to 1934 FBI Trap 


T ~ f) BY CHESLY manly 

M ELVIN FUR VIS, Who Ihot and killed him— if oa pel, 
29 , evidently because of bad health, won interna- 

I ttonal fame asspedti agent la charge of the Chicago 
office Of the Federal- Bureau of Investigation la the early 

iS* 1, ttf *2 T W amA ’ hoirevor, by the 

Infamy of Jota DUlinger, who was killed by a aqnad of FBI 





* month. Tho sqehikm JrW 


CHICAGO DAILY TiUHE 

THREE STAR 

SPORTS PINAL -Edition 

Da te m i 2 1%L ' 

Chicago, Illinois 

Page Il_ Col . / 

Part 

Editor W.D. MAXWELL 
CHICAGO OFFICE 



' i r 




reputatio n gp the home of A1 Capone, then In a federal 
ptwtymttify, and other notorious gangsters. To this day, 
tribesmen in central Africa and central Asia make some 
remark about gangsters when they meet a traveler from 
Wo. 


and Ids gang killed four policemen, three FBI agents, 
sheriff, and nobody knows how many holdup victims, 
sy took nearly 1500,000 In 13 bank robberies, one each 
Chicago, Indianapolis, East Chicago, Ind.; HbntpeUfcr, 
tnd; Dmleville, Ind.; Greencastle, Ind.; South Bend, Ind.; 


rii TBftbi, 


there *u» 
?+*Wben*’ 



r Job* Pilling**’ as a boy la ladiaaa and as • hardanad and 
U8*r 25 y*an later. ' , , % - 

Wk.; Farrell, Pa.; Bluffton, 0.; New Castle, 0.; 
0^\nd Mason City, la. They broke out of three 
and they looted three police arsenals. 

•i*An FBI bulletin, dated March 12, 1934, said in pert: 
Wanted: Jehn Dillinger, with alias, Frank Sullivan. 
1 Age, 21 years; height, 5 feet 7% inches; weight, 
poun d s; build, medium; occupation, machinist; marks 
Marj^tt-toeb ecsr bad left hand; sear middle oner 
'^between eyebrows; mustache. 1 * .7 _ 
«| Ofllinger uit year old boy, in Ism 
acting on a fence, is a atudy in juvenile purer- 
bap it'flgaa at a raffish angle, almost obscuring 
With that sinister scowl, twisted cheek, and 
mdtfh, ha cpuld be a future gangster or a 


Dillinger's adult pictures, including those drculaMTBf > f 
are less repugnant In moments of ieBMiaB.*bMi 
tween prison breaks and bank holdups, be 
blithe spirit regarded as good company by Us 
and molls. When he smiled his cheeks were 

s&ssr** 

with a submachine gun, however, he was ice odd, j 
and trigger sensitive. , 

It bas been said in mitigation of DSUnger's 
that be did not mix with the torturing kidnapers i 
or share in the dark and corrupting evils of 
gangsterism. As a bank robber, he considered hfrny tf 
aristocrat of criminals; he was imbued with profeariooalj 
pride. . . t 

But Purvis, in “ American Agent** an autobiographical j 
account of his FBI carter, declared that DUlingdr 
associates ** killed wantonly, viciously, and unneceasarlly2 


Slew Many and Stole $^Q0fi0QJ 

Poor policemen, three FBI agents, a sheriff,' ‘ “ 

undetermined number of holdup victims wen i 
Dfllinger and his gang. They robbed 13 banka of 
2503,000, broke out of three prisons, looted tlm 
arsenals. ... a, ; 



nnotnUc] 


un kn ow n ] 


even when their own freedom and safety wen not in 
ardy.” That judgment would leave little room for 
sentimentalizing about Dillinger and his gang. , 

Dillinger undoubtedly was psychopathic [mentally 
turbedl tho he was not necessarily insane. Some 
physical or emotional shock, or some congenital 
lty in his constitution, probably warped his mental 
opment - . . . .jfcygi 

> piQinger was born in Mooresvflle, -lad, t 
near Indianapolis, on June 22, 1004. ~Hls father, 
linger Sr., a fannfar, attended the Quaker 
mother died when be wa»S year* old. Soon after 
Dfllinger's father, mond to fDdiaqapQlii^ 
grocery store.' Tbs hoy grew up In a poor 
city, attended high'scbool, ptajpfd oa the baseball 
helped his father at the store. 

10, Ms father mpved 
other grocery* 

In 1023, having been\ 

PHUnger enlisted la the navy 
In Boston and a reward of ffiO 
hanskn^hbt ha 
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’fttr months later M 1 
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'Arizona Police Weren't Awed 

DOUnger ttd three of his gangsters, aD wanton 
killers, wen arrested and disarmed ’without difficulty by 
Tucson, Arir, policemen, who were not in the least awed 



the bandits. 


I 



recedented epoch in both Journalism and 
Before his release, DUUnger had proiyiaed In' 

for guns to be smuggled into the prison for his i 

mentors. Be kept his promise, and' on Sept 98, 1933, Hnu 
Ilton, Clark, Makley, Pierpont, and six other convfets 


girl. I&-the following September be and Ed Singleton, 

Mnqf)m Mooresville boy, robbed a 65 year old storekeeper 
named Frank Morgan. Morgan offered- no resistance, but 
they bit him over the head with a lead pipe. Both were 

recognized and later identified by Morgan. Singleton, plead- 

in the state reformatory at Pendleton. \ 

■ From tlfe beginning of his term in the .reformatory, 

DUUnger More a grudge against society. He was a sullen, 
troublesome prisoner. After two unsuccessful attempts to 
break out, be was transferred to the Indiana State peniten- 
tiary at Michigan City, where be studied criminal proce- 
dures under John Hamilton, Russell Gark, Charles Makley, 

Harry Pierpont, all experienced bank robbers and long 
termers. v 

After Dillinger had been in prison nine years, all those 
who bad been responsible, directly or indirectly, for sending 
him there, Including his lead pipe slugging victim, signed 
9 petition for his parole. Paul McNutt, Indiana ’s new Dem- 
ocratic governor, granted the petition. It was a costly error 
In terms of human life, bank deposits, and the public sup- 
port oflaw enforcement agencies, but it was profitable for 
doctors and undertakers. 

a DOUnger was released on May 23, 1933, just 14 months 
Before be was shot to death by FBI agents. In that 14 


with m a chine guns from the prison arsenal, v 
Meanwhile Dillinger, after a series jof bank 
In Ind i a n a, bad been cap tu red In Dayton and 

to the county Jafl at lima , 0., a humiliating ex; 

■Au. wwuuiwu™ luwvra. — --- — ■* r- — a proud deaperado. His newly liberated pals roohredto 

return the favor be had done for them. On Oct 12. 1983, 
Clark, Makley, and Pierpont calmly entered the office of 
Sheriff Jesse Sarber and said .they were police officers who 
had come from Michigan City to return Dillinger tor rife 
lating his parole. When the sheriff asked, to 
credentials, they drew their guns, said, "These are" “ 
credentials," and fired. The sheriff was mortally 
before be could draw. * 

Mrs. Sarber and a deputy sheriff, who rushed 

sheriffs office, were put into cells and locked up. 
bandits took the sheriffs keys and released Dillinger 
Ms cell. , ■ 

Dillinger went Into winter headquarters in 

On Not. 15 be visited a dentist's office and eluded a 
set for him by Chicago police. On Dec 14, John HamOtaS 
leader of the 10 convicts whom DOUnger had h elped tot 
escape from the Michigan City prison, killed Polka Sgti 
William T. Sbanley In an automobile repair shop at 11320 
Broadway, where be had taken his car to hare a fender 
straightened. On Mew Year’s eve, Dillinger and six other 
gangsters held up the Beverly Gardena, a ni ght dub on Si 
Western avenue. In a gun battle there, two policem en 
and two gangsters were wounded. - .afyj&s J 
„ On Jan. 15, Dillinger and BamUton, Vstb uisLi 

I be rivaled the new depression era President, Frank- machine guns, held up the First National bud^m 1 
rflj^Boosevelt, as a subject of frqnt page news. It was an Chicago, Ind. Policeman William P. Oltalley entered < 
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mon, Mary Kinder. He offered no resjstance JwtMTW 
e station later be suddenly reached for Us ffl#.**ArU 

policemen, less awed than those of Chicago and Ind ian a 

'ftr'tim pretence of- gangsters, h*4 five, guns leretod on. 

- -m « J -M . AW Ate ''jkAAHiLteJ Uflbl 


S2»#riff Lillian Holler Id Like county pul, gt Crown Point, 

Cram whkb her nntnrinni r 


log the robbery and fired four times at Dfllinger, who 
alwa/i wore a bullet proof rest " You asked for it,” Dil- 
Bnger said viciously, pointing his machine gun at O’Malley. 
Th* policeman y* * Stilled 

Dillinger was wanted in half a dozen states and often 
reported seen in half a dozen places at the mm time 
On Jan. 22 a fire in the Congress hotel, Tucson, Ariz., where 
Dillinger, Clark, Makley, and Pierpont were enjoying a 
anspite from Chicago’s winter weather, resulted in their 
fcipt ure. Firemen became suspicious when they found mi* 
rfrfnt guns and other articles of gang warfare in the ban* 
dtts 1 tooma, and later identified the desperadoes from 
ographs* .. .■ - ' : 


... * . » C_ J— Wm f 

n tr p ont Deaoie nc cuuiu. iu«w. m»u ■» 

they found two more guns, one in his shoulder holMer,! 
one in his sock. ' * 

Makley was arrested next and then DQBnfsr^ 
without difficulty. They waited for him at a * 
which be had rented three days earlier, ana 
i him into custody when he drove up with Evelyn Frechette,! 
his half-breed Indian sweetheart 

Pierpont Clark, and Makley, charged with the 
of Sheriff Sarber and the jail delivery of Dillinger taj 
were turned over to Ohio authorities. Pierpont * 

Was Tiring Squad’ Net^^fyt, 

th* *f Dfllinger by an FBI " ~ 

near Chicago’s Biograph theater was a 
cesa. It Is a reasonable conjecture, however, that e 
policeman from Tucson, Ark, wtnH have g< 
theater and brought Dillinger oat alive and 



un jhl z*> meson police found dark In t bungalow, 
be had just rented, and beat him into 
his mistress, was amsted with 


was arrested at a tourist camp with his, 

**,*J 




cuted. Makley, sentenced to die, was mortally 
while trying to escape. Clark was sentenced to file 

prisonment ' _ 

Dfllinger was flown from Tucson to ChicagS apd 
taken to Crown Point, uuL, to await trial for tbs Mays 
of Policeman O’Malley in the East Chicago bank robbery} 
A large sum of money taken from the bank had boon f 
In his possession when he was arrested In Tucson. 

- When Dfllinger arrived in CtownJHdnt/ 

. _ loaded to pose for a news pbotopaph wufc 1~ ^ 

submission . (Lake ooonty pr o secu tor, with their arms arounfi i 
m. O n wp j if WBinger, it was said, agreed relnctintly„ 

..^cv f ■ A, : ifcujr, 'jf&j 
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'sychopatfiic, but Not h 

Mllnger probably was psychopathic, tho be i tolto^ 
HmtirBy insioc, Some utkorn emotion*! if 
ilnd, or tome ctilfnltal ibnoraultty* yrobtWy wvpefi 
hit Beoti) defeltpmeni ud predfapned Un I* rtekMio . 



. ^roeecotor Robert Ettill (left), of Lak* county, lad, J Jre<? 
v tbii picture of him potisg with arm about John Dil 
lor 4 few weeks later Dniinftr broke jail. ^ • 

,V"' ' j : *1 ‘ 

Abated the * law * or wax more concerned than the pros. 
jCdtor about the propriety of such an exhibition. 

This disgraceful incident assumed more significance oc 
*" * when Dillinger, bolding the guards at bay with a 
pistol which be had carved -with a razor blade and 
-with shoe polish, walked out of the Crown Point 



kx:- 


. , In his book, “ American Agent,* Mid there 

P* tumors that Dillinger ", crossed a palpi with money * 
pjf pis escape. - 

B to Julian QoDey, who had succeeded her IWfhapd 
rlfc When he was killed while trying to arro^a and 
V vis widely blamed for Dfflinger’i escape.-. ^urris, 

"Truer, wvairousiy exonerated her. -■vv.r?*-} J: ? ■ 4H 

Crown Point JaiJ break put tha PH otf Dffl^igert 
, theBrfr 'time. Accompanied by Herbert Ypong.' 
Kegro edminal who was slain two. weeks,. ktof 
listing sms t In Port Bunn, Mkh^iHIIinger toad s’ 
a m a chto a gun tram the JaiPa arsbnal and Sheriff ? 
f** urtwaoMk Presumably for poaalhle fern ajf n 


Peotene, Will county, W. At Peotooe. near 
deputy was released and the bandits 

The fact that Dillinger wti^wssteu cj ! 
for murder and bank robbery was of dtaall 
but by transporting a stolen automobile in interstate com- 
merce be had committed a federal — and total— offense,. . 

Early '•Sunday afternoon, Aprfl 2?» Purvis received »J 
telephone can from H. C W. Laubenbeimer, United States j 
marshal in Chicago. A man named Voss, at Rhinelander, 
wi« V bom the marshal knew, desired to f » rnl i h tntos nw j 
tkm about Dillinger. Purvis called Von and framed tfrto| 
Dillinger, five members of Us gang, and tour wp nfrn pt^ 
staying at the Little Bohemia resort, on Spider ^sk*, 
Mercer, Wis. Vocs received information about the gangrtsnl 
in a note inclosed in a package pLrigareta, banded to URU 
by his brother-in-law, Emil Wanatka, proprietor eltlttj 
lodge, who was a prisoner there with his wife and g ysag r 
son and two employes. » 4 •• - . hr. -* v 

The little Bohemia raid was destined for 'A tragiel 
end. Its net result was the death of one federal agent andf 
one innocent native, the wounding of several ethers, 

the capture of three gangsters’ molls. Jfhere wore 

ressons for the failure of the raid, of which the moat nr| 
portent was lack of time to organize it properly. Vom had 
received information that the gangstexa Intended to_ 
t he resort shortly after dinner,, Sunday echoing, 
and his men chartered u airplane, but planes tn'^ 
were slow and the nearest airport was at 
from little Bohemia. - - 
It was 6^0 p. m." when the CBkago 
Rhinelander and Joined othan from i 


tiny 


to commandeer can for a 50 mile drive at 
roadi When the pgents stopped theft cri» 
watefc dogs barked insistently, 

■to tolled to tend agents to the beck i 
that eec^ tbere would 
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[they faflej^to obey, one man wat killed and the two n tjipn * yf ppntv sheriff a few diy* later, ne FBI 

AHA *Al^An»To A* Pil PM 1. A aCv> nnrl AjJ /»*/< ab. Jl ik. 4k^ 1M11 I«Wm — ■ 4«t*« 

nvn nvu*iutu, vuv mtvuM/. ru tuiru ab%uvwicu|GU, yue U| me nwim yj-| li iiiin^ ci f H * r M HIT U/Ul§ 

these men had eome to the Little Bohemia anly ; 
beer.” 


to drink and. buried him in a gravel pit at Oswego, Kendall i 
■ , EL, where the body was found In August, 1935. 

►*' n»r a few minutes the noise was deafening as 16 FBI Tommy Carroll was killed U days after the 
pees exchanged fire with the.gangsters, who were shooting: fiasco by two detectives In Waterloo, b. v.iv 

; Public clamor for a roundup of the DQUnfnr | 
dead or dive, grew hysterical and produced the 
manh unt in American history. ' - 

DflUnger, meanwhile, hiding out In Chkaga. 

Hay 23 be submitted to surgery on his face In ttetepe i 

SI i-J_- Vi A-. t... . + BmIuua fit. * «n 

riming nnn»». VIJb #UU» A ivwsaw, aw m wmas i m • m ija 

permitted the use of his bouse for the operation aqd cm 


Wooden Gun or * Crossed Palm*? 

Using a wooden pistol, carved with a razor blade and 
blackened with shoe polish, DUlinger walked out of the 
Cr*w» Point, ImL, JaiL It was reported, however, that 
he made Us escape possible by " crossing a palm ” with 



Jrom the upper windows of the lodge. All six gangsters 
^got away, but one of them, George [Baby Face] Nelson, 
tarried In the cabin on the right side of the lodge, where 
rhe was quartered, to exchange a few shots with ^urvis. 
y ' After the shooting had stopped, agents threw tear gas 
«haTi« thr u th* windows of th» lodge, Tbe proprietor, who 
had come out in the cold without a coat, was given per- 
mission to go to a neighbor’s house and borrow one. He 
returned and said there was a gun battle at the neighbor’s 
house. Agents who went to investigate found that Carter 
Baum, an FBI man, had been killed by one of the gangsters, 
who also had wounded Jay Newman, another FBI man, and 
Carl Christenson, a local constable. Later it was learned 
Nelson was the killer. ’ 1 . , 

tear gas broiight Marie Conforti, girt friend of 
Vn Meter: Helen C tilin' wife of Nelson; end Jean 
V Tommy Carroll’s girl, out of the lodge. When 
were able to search it, they found nobody elae. 

.Hamilton, leader of the 10 convicts whom DU- 
bad helped to esdape from tbe penitentiary tf Mkhi- 
Ctty , escaped from little Bohemia with otter members 
but.was mortally wounded in a gun fight , with 




Dillinger Parole Dreadful Erfgij 

. DflUnger’s release en parole fnm the Indiana italic 
penitentiary at Michigan City, by Gov. Pail V. 1WW, 
was a dreadful error, Immensely costly ta * ' 

human lhet and bank deposits, Wt profitable 
and undertakers. . .f s 

vaksdng period. Dr. William Loeser. who had Served a 
term in Leavenworth penitentiary tor a narcotics violation, 
performed the operation, assisted by Dr. Harold Cassidy^ 
who also administered the anesthetic. DUlinger paid |6,OOQ 
for the operation. A mole was removed from his forehead, 
a dimple from his chin, two slices of tinue from Us cheeks 
fur the ears. Unsuccessful attempts were made to al' 
Mi finger prints beyond tbe possibility of irient l flCf tkML 
On June 30, shortly before neon, Dillinger and j 
member* of his gang struck in South Bend* 

V« i/'v *'* 
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lit Ivin Tur^s <-!p took gun Set Martin Zarkovich til 
daad gangster's hand. tip btoapht dynooraant. . 

sobbed the MeraLuts National bank of 929,890, killed a 
yolWmtTT, and mounded four other men. 

’! * While hundreds of ahoppera wen passing by, Dfflinger 
and two companion!, armed with machine guns, entered 
the bank, forced employee and customers to lie on the 
floor, and began scooping up the cash. When Howard 
Wagner, 82 year old traffic policeman, ran into the bahk 
In pursuit of the robbers, be was shot and killed with a 
machine gun. Two bank officers and two bystanders were 
wounded. The three bandits then escaped in a car In which 
two others had waited. 

^ 1 'Early the next morning, Dr. Leslie A. Laird of North 
Webster, Ind., near Warsaw, was slugged with a gun and 
left unconscious after he eps forced to treat one of the 
•pandits lot gunshot wounds. South Bend police had pur* 
and abot up, the car in which the gangsters escaped. 

plates on the ear in the South Bend holdup also 
been used on a car driven by three maehiiw gun baft- 
who robbed the First National of Fostoria, 0, of more 
918,000 and kmed Policy Chief Frank Culp on May *.] 
Vat Meter, one of DflUnger’a machine gunners, was ' 
as the leader of the Foetoria bank robbery. Van' 
i to die Aug. 23 from police bullets in St Pul, 

any far better mu In the world’s hjafory and. 
flfflbfer was betrayed by woman. An «a4 
uniry boy, be probably was not famlUar wifhj 
precedent!. At all events, he mode a fatal' 

; Mrs. Anna Sage, 42 years old, k ( 



bad known her. -■>' - '#«#*** 

It may be tmumed vthat no 
would “ rat ” on an old customer for reward mousy, 
Mrs. Sage had a more compelling motive. She wad un 
u order of deportation to her native which 

wished to avoid, and it occ u rred to her that the 
States gover nm ent might be so grateful lor bar 
captaring Dtilinger that it would permit her to i 
Hit Sift ftyri u iptrtOMmt ott HilitM iteM^ \ 
directly bock of the Biograph theater, which is ijt f 


Little Bohemia Raid Big Fioscg, 


Dffllnger and five members of his gang 
little Bohemia, a northern Wisconsin resort 
when it was raided by 18 FBI agents. One federal i 
and an innocent rittwn were kffled and several 
were wooded In this tragle fiasco 


Lincoln av. Dtilinger had beu going there wtth his . 
girl friend, PoBy Hamilton, a waltrem in a Wilson 
restaurant PoQy know Dtilinger as Jimmy Lawrence,; 
protended to believe that he was a Board of Trade. 
She had a room in a Wilson avenue hotel, but 
would not go there or permit her to. come to his 
Nevertheless, they enjoyed aH the comforts of home, i 
timet a week, in the convenient flat of Mrs. Sajp, 
provided meals and full privileges— living rdom, 
bedroom, and bath. " : t 

lira. Sage confided her great design to an Old 
dependable friend, Martin Zarkovich, a detective 
In East Chicago. Zarkovich arranged for her to ; 
on Saturday, July 2L Purvis explained that 
authorized payment of a 925,000 reward, in the, 
of the attorney general, for information 
gar's capture, and expr e aa e d confidence i 
a large part of tt 

"i Mr*. 8ege was mtiafled with flat 
rew ar d money, bat dm told P u rv is sht 
from deportation. Purvis mid ho could math 
tb*t would bo on the koiaipi tirB 

did promise, however, to do everything bo < 
her deportation/ |fn. Sage eventually 
|h» reward monay, hot waa f 
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^ feature at the Biograph. It starred Qart Pa li » Ml 
desaibrir as "*n invaiuaDie service, ranaing ^ 0n **^ I I.Tw . favorite movie player*. Near thseni. Oabia,' 
of those needed by oar country at that time. ! , j i v>. .u k.^4. wmi. m .OnMn *— i 


Mr*. Sage told Purvis that she had gone to the Mar bra 
theattf at 4110 Madison at, on the west aide, and to the 
Blograpb theater, at 2433 Lincoln av., on the north ride, 
with Dillinger and the Hamilton girl. It was possible, she 
yi M ( that they would go to one or the other the next day, 
Sunday. She agreed to let Purvis know If a theater visit 
was planned. Also she promised to wear an orange skirt, 
Which would be a code message, * Here be is.” ' . 

* * r*_ V-l- inoi * m * MllfpW wtni wtriv t dlf ill 

DliUWIjr, riuij Mf ww m so*** j > - r r*— — — * ~ ~~ 

Chicago, and the trek to the beaches ftarted early. The 
temperature reached a maximu m of 101 degrees. 

John Dillinger remained in his north ride hideout most 

of the day. * l ' ' 

Melvin Purvis, striving to repress hia nervous excite- 
ment, waited interminably, it seemed. In hia apartment 
finally Mrs. Sage called, about 5 p. m. She had slipped out 
of her flat on the pretext of needing supplies for supper. 

" He’s here; he’s just come,” she told Purvis. ** We are going 
.nh»f tn the Marbro or the Biograph.” 

Purvis ffcnt two agents to the Marbro. He and another 
agent went to the Biograph. They agreed to call the office 

every five minutes, . . _ ' .... 

” About 8:30, Dillinger and the two women arrived at the 
Btograph. Dillinger wore dar k glasses, a straw sailor hat, 
gray trousers, and no coat. 

Purvis was encouraged; with 
no coat, Dillinger could not 
bo carrying numy weapons. 

The two vromenjpntered the 
theater while Dill^ger bought 
the Purvis bought a 

ticket and followed Dillinger 
Into the Jheater, hoping . to 

find three vacant seats behind u . — i iw i r — m . — 

pw. from which agents could Hi I - 1 f\> 

B Mm and pinion his arms and head. But the th eater was 
M and Purvis codld not find Dillinger. 'There was not hin g. 

I Cto bet writ far him to come out, after tbs show. ; , ) 
. about 25 minutes, FBI agents from the office and 
Marbro theater arrived. Purvis deployed t h em up and 
1 doWB file street, at an exits from the theater, sad M the 
Hteyt cSofo |or. Two policemen from lari CM caga wars 
ll gowbd north of the theater. The men wuro« tnriracte d 
ep thefr aye* glued on Punrte. HewouM gtyf the signal 
ww— r ief been recognised. Ig lighting A rigar 


trayed by hia old baddy, Wfliiam-Powell, storied tom 
“ test mile ” to a silver screen death. If DQUngef ftd • 
read the Iliad, the Odyssey, or the Aeneid, he would 
known about omens, and that betrayal episode on the si 
would have warned him to get out of them, wlthrtri { 
women. But he was an unlettered country boy 
there, stupidly, until the show was over at “ “ 
DflUnger cuat out as he bad gone bj 
women. A& around them were women and _< 
and his men waited for the crowd to ionn 
the women turned south in Lincoln avenue." 
a tavern next to the theater, Dillinger glanced 
man in the doorway tPumsl but apparently dll 
atee Mm. As they walked toward* an alley 1 
tavern, Purvis lighted hia cigar and then raised 
As the agents were closing in on DflUnger , the t 
bis right tugged at Us shirt, as if in tonring 
Purvis nervously commanded; ;-* ■ 

I 9 Stick 'em «p. Johnny, we have yon 







li. S ' . *X " - ^ y r 







r 


■ u firlnij annarl ” Pirnr^f AiA Tint tiv «h*tW ti* flrad 
\—i T w — * — . -» “ — 

M* •fff'JGS, but did say be tore two bottom ~“~ kl i ffli* 
presumably when grabbing for the gun. v - < 

( When the FBI fired, two women screamed. One said, 
“I am shot” Both had been hit by spent bullets, which 
lodged " in part jrf their bodies,” — ' 

Parvis delicately phrased it 

Dillinger’s woman companions vanished in the crowd. 
In the newspaper* Mrs. Sage was known is “ thrtnysterious 
woman in red,” tho she wore not a speck of red. Apparently 

jt a ifcWiWa >Lli4 1 AAlr&A W*il 

IXJC vuxr UJVUIJL it mci ujil wuncu icu m mr i wk 

lights of the marquee. - 

When a newspaper artist [Ben Cohen, sow of Tbs Tam- 
ms staff] arrived at the scene to make sketches, he noticed 


7 Trust in Woman Misplaced ~ 

in* countless men in the world’s history and Btera- 
tare, DtUlnger was betrayed by a woman. A former 
brothel keeper whom he bad known In Gary and Bast 
Chicago, IniL, turned him in In the hope of escaping 
deportation to Bomania^ 


a pool of blood on the sidewalk where Dillinger fell. When 
h» hail finished hi$ ske tch es the blood hid been mopped 
up. u People with handkerchiefs,” t policeman explained. 
At the Cook county morgue the next day 15,000 persons 
by and viewed Dillinger*! body. Hen and women 
IstigM for % final glimpse of the dead pngatar when an 

1^^^ j l m. ii 4 .W - aiw f w>iw i If n i p i ■ II ni a m iw«5t«n fu d { Kw OfTTInenaiw^ 
T*~~~ ' WB« giviu aavvamruK, wvwm| i w n i vw * »* > u *i» §v m 

tether, took him away In an indent black hearse.'”- & ' f 
^^ Mlinger’a family gave him “/decent Christian fa* 
few? "c to the home of bit sister, Mrs. Audrey Hancock, to 
A suburb of Indianapolis In sptte of protests 
Oumet bunal iot Owners he Wu buried in Crvwa Bill 
not far from the graves of James Whitcomb Bfley 
Benjamin Harrison^president of tho UnitedBtates from 





battle of Barrington, foftr months later, to 
Pace ” Nelson, Dillinger’s most dreaded associate sh& 
successor as Public Enemy No. t, killed two FBI 
was himself mortally wounded. 

On Nov. 27, 1934, Nelson and John Paul 
car with Nelson’s wife, fought a running highwaj'gnn 
with twC FBI * g*y*tm In eyy n tW <*>» Birfh m i tiM 
up, but nobody was hurt Later two other FBI a gen ts. 
Cowley and Ed Hollis, chased Nelson’s car into 
35 miles northwest of Chicago. Suddenly, Nelson 
and got out of the car. When the two agents canto 

htiH >10 omnfio 4 till manMno tfm tot thd>m HmcB iAftfbted 

battle and Nelson’s wife reloaded guns for both ■ 
lis was killed and Cowley waa mortally wounded, 
also mortally wounded, escaped in the agents' ear, bat 
body, naked and wrapped in a blanket, wu found tba 

How of f Km o n tr |W/*o {ft gt^ PjtiVt T Jlth»r»Ti PWltfitT V fa 

Center [now Skokie]. _ 1 ~ 

All of the 10 men who escaped from the 
City penitentiary with Dillinger’s assistance . w^r* 
returned to prison or killed.' These toctodad,|pr " 

rvrrti- ~tm.mm.mt LM —W.I.I.M IT * 

mmucn ut i/iuIh^ci i giii|h vt. wwiu « 

executed end one wu sentenced to life 
other members of tho gang wero 
to prison. Most of ; the molls 






tot “harboring.” 

, ’ rurvis, who was oniy so 
resigned from the FBI ins year fetocTtqrvfc,: 
to Washington and wae president aad’pert 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT Of JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


MAR 7 I960 

WESTERN UNION 



\ 


Mr. Tn :tor 

Mr. W.r.Solttvttl 
TeU- Room 
Mr. Tn^raim _ 

Hi» G*b4j 


RIA 002 ( 1052 AME MAR 7 60 ) AA 057 A 
FEA $^7 PD FLORENCE SOCAR 7 956 AME /)')& / / f n 
J EDGAR HOOVER 




r i ns 


DIRECTOR F E I WAEKDC 

VE-ARZ linauUUl^HfX WE ARE HONORED THAT YOU IGNORED MELVINS 
DEATH. YOUR JEALOUSY HURT HIM VERY MUCK BUT UNTIL THE ENT) I 
THINK HE LOVED YOj! (] VJ f 


RC^IW^KfiLVIN JR ALSON AND CHRISTOPHER PUR 

' . , ' X'w 


16 1960 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF MVESTIGATlOh 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


kv: 


MAR 7 ^3 
WESTERN UNION 


\ . ilA6<n <1052 AME KAR7 60) AA057 A 

i : * . • 

i jj|A0i7 PD rLORDJCE 50CAB t 956 AME 

iTf*. *■ -* •> V;' - * ' *A ‘ . * 

t;ED€AS ftOOVER ' 

?-r^i*ECTOR fr B I VA3HD? ‘/, 

‘ MBWIB^rrrr it are honored that YOU IGNORED M EL VINS 



ivv'- • 


|4 


^ ,I®ATH.4 YOUR JEALOUSY HURT HIM VERY MUCH BUT UNTIL THE END t 
U*IN£,J$ 4 * 0 VED’ 4 W* 


ROSANNE MELVIN JR ALGOL’ ALT) CKP. 



P^PURVI: . 






)HE FOB DIRECTOR 
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UNITED STATES GOVERx 4ENT 

Memorandum. 

A 




TO 


FROM 


. y 

MR, MOHR 


N. P. CALLAHAN 


/ 

■a 


date: 6-29-60 


subject: TO PAtf GRATUITY TO 

auqpfcuLcax and 

EXEOfTOR#OF THE ESTA 
|t>V|N H. "PURVIS. 


EXE 

MW 

g \fH5d. 341 (86th CONGRESS) 



OF 


hLif'i, d j 



Jf 


Yesterday the Senate agreed to the above resolution as amended which 
provides that the Secretary of the Senate is authorized and directed to pay to 
Hugh Willcox and A.P. Skinner, executors of the estate of Melvin H. Purvis, an 
employee of the Senate at the time of his death, a sum equal to 8 1/2 months* 
compensation at the rate he was receiving by law at the time of his death, said 
sum to be considered inclusive of funeral expenses and all other allowances. 

The resolution as originally introduced on June 22, 1960, provided for 
the payment of such gratuity to Rosanne Willcox Purvis, the widow of Melvin H. 
Purvis; however, as it was passed yesterday, Rosa nne Willcox Purvi s^ 

Melvin H. Purvis, was deleted f rom the resolution. 



would 

brother of Mrs. Rosanne Purvis. 


Willcox is father or 


Melvin H. Purvis committed suicide on February 29, 1960, and he was 

formerly employed as a Special Agent of the Bureau from February 4, 1927, to 

August 5, 1935. — 

Enclosed is a copy of Senate Resolution 341 as agreed the Sen&e^ 
with the amendment incorporated therein. No further action is necessary on this 
resolution. 


Enclosure 

PGTicim,^. 
taj f 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
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86th CONGRESS 
2d Session 


Calendar No. 1726 


S. RES. 341 



IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

r 

Jcne 22, 1960 

Mr. Hayden, from the Committee on Rules and Administration, reported the 
following resolution ; which was ordered to be placed on the calendar 


RESOLUTION 

1 Resolved , That the Secretary of the Senate hereby is 

2 authorized and directed to pay, from the contingent fund of 

3 the Senate, to Rosanne Willcox Purvis, widow of Melvin H. 

4 Purvis, an employee of the Senate at the time of his death, a 

5 sum equal to eight and one-half months’ compensation at 

6 the rate he was receiving by law at the time of his death, 

7 said sum to be considered inclusive of funeral expenses and 

8 all other allowances. 


V 


£L 


MELVIN H^PUR^TS 
Deceased 

Former Special Agent 



ENTERED ON DUTY: February 4, 1927, 

in grade CAF 8, 
at $2700 per annum. 


RESIGNED: August 5, 1935, at which 

time he was in grade GS 13, 
at $5800 per annum 
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Calendar No. 1726 


86th CONGRESS 
2d Session 


S. RES. 341 



IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES 

Jtm* 22, I960 

Mr. Hayden, from the Committee on Rules and Administration, reported the 
following resolution; which was ordered to be placed on the calendar 


RESOLUTION 


1 Resolved , That the Secretary of the Senate hereby is 

2 authorized and directed to pay, from the contingent fund of 

3 the Senate, to lRo s anno Willoox Purvi o , widow jrf folelvin H. 

4 Purvis, an employee of the Senate at the time of his death, a 

5 sum equal to / eight and one-half mouths’ compensation at 

6 the rate he was receiving by law at the time of his death, 


7 said sum to )e considered inclusive of funeral expenses and 


g all other allowances. 


/< 


ft. P. Sktt me&.j 










y 


7 - r-^r?/ 


- ■ 



A 


■?v7" 


■ A 




.* «» V 


p 

V 


£ 


\ 



4 

♦ 

« 

r 

V 


i. •• 


i.J 


=**; >;V •• • 

fe'.;v * ■«* 


MELVIN PURVIS’ FUNEKKL 

Tr\ dc lie t n taa/iadoau/ 
* w ub f ibbv iv/nwnAV/rr 

FLORENCE <*— Slight graying 
Mehon Purvis, who led ow erf the 
p greatest manhunts, will be 
following funeral services 


- » 


rw^-;i ** 

i*.rra S 

1% I v ’ 

Mvf*’ 


I' 


Noon funeral aer v ices are set 
for St John's Epis c opal Church 
with the Rev. Joseph R. Horn HI, 
rector, and the Rev. Joseph A. 
Diraddo officiating. Burial wilj be 
lb 4 MoUdt ifitoe oftaetery. 

The 54 - year * old forrne r^FBl 
agent died fey fall owh bafl^Tt 
Wa home here yesterday. 

Purvis, "who weighed only 177 
pounds sod stood fr-foot-7, gained 
national feme when ha led a team 
« rm agenti that shot down 
Jonfl DtUinger and P ret ty Boy 
Floyd during die 1930s. He later 
left the service, returned to law 
practice and, st his death, owned 
Florence radio station WOLS. 

TVj IWAySA/j ttsj flg WajI 

been in Washington three weeks 
ago, his office said, to prepare 
for the improve- 
federal justice administra- 
tor the VS, Senate Judiciary 
A family pfayririan 
Aid that while there, Purvis bad 
an attack of flu and suffered an 
arm injury. The physician said 
Purvis also had been depressed 
recently. 

^Coroner William T. Eaddy said 

I PuiVis uied at a selt^izuucted shot 
through the Jaw. Death came 
shortly before noon in an upstairs 
'hallway of the Purvis home. The 
widow, Mrs. Rosazme Purvis, was 
in the garden when she heard a 
■hot. ran into the hnuft* gjrf found 
the body. 

Pums^ed FBI Agents KtiUi 
Dffimger as BP walked framj a 
Chicago movie boose on July 
ISM DOlinger’i fact had bean __ 
tered by plastic m g ery kftd Pur* 
vis said Jt was a good Job, '"Bui 
1 klKW him the mlnijf * X nr 

hi I ft 

BW. < 

JToyd vu Act. to douk by Pur- 
*k* M Oct n, MM in a 
jW aarti f t tu t Uverpoct 
Sinfc^r, i rw. 1 pub' 
m enemy of Us era, abo wti 
Aphired by Purvis' men in a CU~ 
barber shop, Sankey 
pte bt was 
cMed; 
fen 1935 


^mot uecordeU 

,8it'jG y 



dsca He ntaw to Florence to 
1961 with fee broadcasting c 
cern. His office contained many 
mementna or bis career as a crime 
fighter. . , . > , 

A graduate o£ toe University of 
South Carolina Law School, Pur* 
vis ,wta boro Oct 24, 19©, at 
Tunmonsvflle, He served to the 
Artsy in Wsdd War H and inves- 
tigated evidence against accused 
German and Japanese war crim- 
inals after hostilities ceased 
Survivors, besides the widow, 
include three sons, Melvin Jr., a 
junior at toe University of Souft 
Carolina; Phillip Alston, adl 
Christopher Perttoeau, both 


Florence. 
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Mr. Ttottr. 

Mr. W.C.SolllT*r 

T*k. 

Mr. b^na. 

Min Quit,. 


The Columbia 
Record 

Columbia, S.C, 


Date: 


, 3 -/-Cm 


HENRY CAUTHEN, 
Editor 


SAVANNAH 
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^TNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

TO Mr, De Loach r 


DATS: 12-16-60 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


N ARTICLE IN THE JANUARY, 1961, 
f P AG^AN^ MA GAZINE ENTITLED 

MAN WHO C LEAN ED UP THE '30'S" 

jj Steve mm — r 


ALJ 


T > 



ie captioned magazine contains a 7-page article re MelviA^hirvis 
and his exploits while a Special Agent in the Bureau. The only reference to the 
author, A1 Silverman, on the basis of Information known about Mm, is one mention 
that he edited a manuscript for "Saga" magazine in 1956 which was published under 
the title "The Case History of a Turncoat." This article was actually written by 
Irving Wallace and dealt with the story of an American soldier who was converted 
to communism when captured during the Korean War. Silverman's name was 
carried as co-author only because he edited the original writing of Wallace. 
(100-404372-182) 

The article in "PageantV is similar to many previous stories written 
about Purvis and gives much more credit to his participation in the Dillinger and 
"Pretty Boy" Floyd cases than actual facts warrant. The author is very sympathet 
to Purvis throughout the article and leaves the definite impression that it was throu 
the organization, ability and brainwork of Purvis that the gangster era in the early 
'30*8 was brought to a close. It was stated that no satisfactory reason was given 
for Purvis' resignation from the FBI although there were rumors that he had an 
argument with the Director and that he was upset because steps were not taken to 
prevent the deportation of Anna Sage who had originally reported that Dillinger was 
going to attend a theater on the night he was killed. The article quotes Purvis aftei 
his resignation was announced as saying, "Frankly, I'm glad to get out of here." 
And Silverman states that Purvis was mad about something./^ g 

The last portion of the article deals with PuAis' activities^ af&fr |p 
left the Bureau up until his death on 2-29-60. Silverman attempts fo create the^j 
impression that Purvis did not kill himself and that his death wasihe result of an 
accident. f 

There would appear to be no purpose in writing Silyefman to point; 
out the inaccuracies in his article as he has obviously ollained^Bt^ihAi^matlon from 
previous stories written on Purvis and any letter would only^erve tA-ag ^aiig M tht 
latest story. ' 


reco: 



ATION: 


For information. 
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UNITED STATES C 
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Memorandum V 
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T< 

Mohr 


TO 


FROM 


Mr. De Loach \ 


iv/ 

M. es y 


subject: AN ARTICLE IN 
ENTITLED "T 

The 

its issue dated 12/; 


K' 




date: 1/4/61 


J, 


Parson* 
Bebnont 
Cafiohan 
Ds Loach 
Malone 
^ f McGuire 
loeen 
ramir 
Trot* 
W.C. 



jiEC: 


JANUARY, 1961 .)f PAGE ANT" MAGAZpA l^ 1 
lil£. 


XHEL 


f!F' 


anwhojitf.ankd- 

orence Morning News " of Florence ^ South Carol^^ in 
60, carried an account of this arftHeTHSTnoting that the 


1 


article was written by A1 Silverman, the Director has asked "Do we know anything 

r »* 


nhnut ^1vni*man 9 

CMlTU/ UV fcMATVA m**4* » 


There is attached a memo from Mr . Jones to Mr . De Loach dated 
12/16/60 which reviews the article as it appeared in "Pageant." The only 
reference to the author, A1 Silverman, on the basis of information known about 
him, is one mention that he edited a manuscript for "Saga" Magazine in 1956 
which was published under the title, "The Case History of a Turncoat." That 
article was actually written by Irving Wallace and dealt with an American soldier 
who was converted to communism when captured during the Korean War. Silver man* s 
name was carried as co-author since he edited Wallace's original writing. 

A search of Bureau indices on 1/3/61 failed to show any additional 
information identifiable with Silverman since his background is unknown. The 
New York Office has been requested to determine Silverman's identity through 
established contacts inasmuch as the editorial offices of Hillman Publications, 
the publishers of "Pageant," are located there . 

We have had favorable relations with "Pageant" Magazine, and 
they have printed a number of favorable articles regarding the Bureau. The Director 
saw Alexander Hillman of Hillman Periodicals on 5/6/60, and we cooperated with 
him concerning an article and special picture story on FBI tours. 


; \ 


We will follow closely and advise. ^ 

tii 

wirrmunuriPMTiATinN* A 


0 


FOr the Director's information. 
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Enclosure ^ ' 
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January 


Mr, 'rmsou 
Mr. Mohr. . — 
Mr, Pmroons— _ 
Mr. Belmont— 
Mr. Callahan — 

2 ft. 

— 

Jtr.TIalone _ 
Mr. M Ciuire., 
Mr. Rown — 
Mr, Trotter — 
Mr. Evan* — 
Mr. W.C,Sulliv*n 
Tele. Room- 


Mr. Inifrara, 


a&ft-tP 6ndy - 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Attn: Personnel Section 
Washington, D.C, 

Dear Sir, ( -- 

r . . ■ ■: h ! V' ■- ■ : . 

I am undertaking the task of writing a book „ 

famous and near famous people who are or were enp Loured 
by our Federal government. Die book will be <?omp ^ B &Sol' T 
short biography of such people as the President, Director 
of Internal Revenue Service, and your own Mr. Hoover. 

I wish to include Mr. Hervin^Purvis , and Mr. Dave 
O’ Bry^n, who use to be and may still be District Agent 
at Dallas, Texas. Mr. O'Eryan, I understand, was at one 
tine an All-American football player at Texas Christian -&T ■ 
University. C/f* 

fr 

It would be kindly appreciated if any information 
jre^arding birtn dates, fsru_ly background, and outstaiidiiA,®,^ 
lachieve. ,en uS , etc , regarding these individuals that you •< 
Icould offer would greatly be appreciated. / , • / ! ,f • 

kec - m 9 «>j- ) y // -£r?yr\ 

Your Service is doing a fine job, -and I know, AtsZJfr ' 
tho American people appreciate it. Keep up the good^jork^L 

;.-v 

Thanking you in advance, I remain; 



Sincerely Yohrs, 

ss A. .J&Lffin 
*U.S. Weather Bureau 
Fairbanks, Alasksi/P 
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31 FES 8 1961 
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February 7, 1361 
AIRMAIL 


/ 

Mr. Ross A. Griffin 
_c/o U. S. Weather Bureau 
Fairbanks, Alaska 




i ^ 

' V // /^ r/ - 


Dear Mr. Griffin: 

\ 

Your letter of January 27 was received as 
Mr. Hoover was leaving the city and he asked me to 
acknowledge it for him. He wanted me to tell you that as* 
a matter of policy It 13 not possible to furnish the information 
that you requested* You may wish to correspond directly 
with ue persons named in your letter or, if deceased, 
with their Immediate families. 

Sincerely yours, 


C~j 




rn 

O 


rp ** co 




* er> 


1 


MAiUO V 

FEB -1 1961 


eOMM-PH. 




v\ 


Helen W. Gandy 
Secretary „ 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with Ross'A. Griffin. It 
is apparent from his letter that he is a neophyteovrlter and he is going 


Porsone 

Belmont 

CalJalion 

ConroJ 


about the research for his proposed book in ajfcery amateurish iashion^ 



Tro*ter 


Evai* X— iy| 4 — 

». C, Sullivo-. 1 


Tel*, Room 

Ifi 7 roni 

Gandy 


• AFH:dmk (3) 

P* ,»M 

MAIL ROOM CZ3* ' VeLETYPE UNIT O \ 


. (NOTE continued next page) 

V \.K 



Vi n •' " ~:v irr f 







Mr. Ross A. Griffin 


2-7-61 



NOTE CONTINUED: 

Melvin H. PurvisTn^T^'27 and resigned 8-5-35. 

He committed suicide on 2-29-60. He has received extensive 
publicity over the years and constantly capitalized on his experience 
with the Bureau. 

In view of the records of the two individuals about 

whom the correspondent inquired, it is believed that this in-absence 

letter is appropriate to discourage any additional correspondence. 
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UNITED STATES OOVI :1 ..,. 

Memorandum 




TO 


FROM 


Mr. DeLoach 


date: March 8, 1961 


M. 


>sY 


Vw 


SUBJECT 



' r j 


•> ^ 


, STORY CAPTIONED^ACTION-SAGA-QiU '* y 9& r 

>CJZIEDGAR JiOOVJERlS’TQP— -UNTOUCHA BLE’ 11 Sf 
IN MARCH ISSUE OF "STA G” MAGAZ INE 

o 

Attached is a copy of the March issue of "Stag" 
magazine which is a monthly publication; a majority of the sfSTles 
carried in this magazine revolve around sex and are accompanied 
by pictures devised to arouse prurient interest. The March issue 
of this magazine carries a story entitled "J. Edgar Hoover's Top 
'Untouchable, ^Writte n by Curtiffitodan n and features former Special 
Agent Mel vin/Pjrrvis. 


OBSERVATIONS: 


67 - 'H ~ S9 '■ 

| Searched Is umoered ^ 


The title of this storylscarried on the cbver^of the ' " ^ 1 
magazine in bold yellow type in order to attract attention to the 
feature. The story is written in a glamorous form, bringing all 
the attention to focus on former Special Agent Melvin Purvis. Som y 
of the facts pertaining to certain cases are a little distorted and w 
lead the reader to believe that most of the accomplishments of the 
during the early 30' s were carried out by Melvin Purvis and his men* 
The article carries various photographs of infamous criminals and 
also two of Mr. Hoover shaking hands with Melvin Purvis, one of which 
is captioned, "Purvis gets congratulations from boss Hoover after 
nailing John Dillinger. " 

* 4 

I The Bureau extended no cooperation in connection with 
this article and due to our relating with former Special Agent Melvin 
Purvis, it is felt that no contactsyith the publisher should be made. 

INFORMATION IN BUFILES: 

^ Bufiles reflect no Identifiable information (ttlCbrtiiSl 

^f^ouann, author of this article. % / 

^RECOMMENDATION: r 
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SUITE lOt MANPOWER BLDG 413 W. MAIN AVE. GASTONIA. N. C. PHONE 864-7718, 
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November 10, 1965 


s. 


<- j' 


<3/ 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

ParloT-al ftnroan nf T nvPQf i craf i on 

i. u 4- ^ w U W •SH' ^ A** E w ■V-. W - * 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 



f) 


I knew Mr. Melvin Purvis on a casual basis 
during the time he was alive and also his son. I 
went to school in Florence, South Carolina for one 
year and it was during this time that I became ac- 
quainted with Mr. Purvis and his son. 

Since the death of Mr. Purvis and after 
trying to get some information together as to the 
cause of this death, I understand that this was orig- 
inally ruled as a possible heart attack, but through 
some various sources I understand that there was some 
question in the doctors minds as to the cause of death. 
After doing some intensive reading on Mr. Purvis' 
background and noting in one article that I read that 
someone closely connected with John Dillinger who had 
been sent up through a conviction of Mr. Purvis' had 
made the statement that he would take care of Mr. 

Purvis immediately upon his release from prison. 

I am not sure how correct my dates are, K *** _ 
from what I can find out it seems as if this gentleman i 
was released from prison one or two days prior to tSQ ftfir 
Purvis mysterious death. _ 

ncu-wa 

I have discussed this matter and 
mation that I have compiled with Mr. Branno: 
with the Central Intelligence Agency, during^my 
trip to Washington and we feel that this certainly 
would be worth looking into. Mr. May is my wife's. 
Father's, Brother and this is the reason that I brought 
this information to his attention and asked his opinion 
on it. 
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November 10, 1965 


If you could offer me any assistance in 
this matter, I would certainly appreciate it. 


Sincerely, 

>**, y* • 

Dwight M. Stanley, Jr. 
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November 17, 1965 


Mr. Dwight M. Stanley, Jr. 
Stanley Personnel Service 
Suite 101, Manpower Building 

i 1 7 H/ai^ llif nlii itrArttiA 
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Gastonia, North Carolina 
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Dear Mr. Stanley: 

l&ter of November 10, 1965, concerning the 

APnryjg WES r0C0iV6(J ES Mr* HOOVS? WES 

leaving the city ancThe asked me to acknowledge it for him. 

Mr. Hoover asked me to Inform you that as a matter 
of policy it is not possible to be of assistance to you in this matter. 

Sincerely yours, 


Helen W. Gandy 
Secretary 
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EOD 2-6-27, resigned 8-5-35, and committed suicide 2-29-60. He 
received substantial publicity over the years and constantly capitalized 
on FBI experience. An in-absence reply should discourage additional 
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committed suicide. Inquirer doesn't specify why he seeks information 
concerning caiise of death of , Purvis,* Stating heuhas read that some convict 
closely connected with Dillinger threatened to take care of Purvis upon , ^ 

release from prison and allegedly was released one or two days prior to J>y 
Purvis ’5,-death. / / , — , 
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TRUE COPY 


P. O. Box 538 
Waldport , Or egon 
October 31, 1966 


The F. B. I. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs: 


Would you please send me, or tell me w he re I 
may obtain a biography or an autobiography of Melvin 
government agent of the 1930’s. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Miss) Patrick 






B W 8,1965 



PEJJS 


1337 Oast 4th South 

Pa It 1 a'r3 Pity, Utah 34102 

V.ny 13, 1971 


Director 

Peuernl Bureau of Investigation 
*t. P,. Dc-pc-r tr.snt jf Ju"tice 
'•'■'■-jhin jton, B. 3. 20p35 


Dear Sir: 

It is :.y desire jQ^ocate former Federal Bureau of 
Investigation a pent lielvin\Furyi.s. iir • Purvis was with the 
Bureau durin* the earl,/ 

If his now-residency is unlcnown, his place of birth 
would be helpful; possibly, also, the uaiden name of his wife 
and her birthplace. 
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November 8, 1866 


Mist Patricia Dunlap 
Poet Office Box 538 
Waldport, Oregon 97384 

Dear Miss Dunlap: 



Tour letter of October 3 let baa been received 
during Mr. Hoover's absence; however, you may be eure It 
will be brought to hie attention upon his return. 



While I know Mr. Hoover would Uke to be of 
assistance, It Is not possible torMm to furnish any Informa- 
tion regarding Mr. Melvin H. f^urtrla except that he was 
employed by this Bureau as a Special Agent from February 8 , 
1937, until August 5, 1935. 

Sincerely yours, 
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Helen W. Gandy 
Secretary 


NOTE r Buf lies contain no record of correspondent. Purvis EOD 
2/6/27, resigned 8/5/35, and committed suicide 2/29/60. He 
received substantial publicity over the years and constantly 
capitalized on FBI experience. In view of this, an in-absence is 
deemed appropriate. 
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Miss Joyce Purvis 
8039 Chariot Drive 
Dallas, Texas 75227 

Dear Miss Purvis: 

It is a pleasure to be of assistance in reply to 
your inquiry of July 21st regarding Mr. Melvin Horace^ufrvls . 
Jr. Mr. Purvis was born on October 24, 1903, at Ttmtacrfis- 
ville, South Carolina, to Mr. Melvin Horace Purvis and 
Mrs. Janie Mims Purvis. He entered on duty with this Bureau 
on February 4, 1927, and resigned on August 5, 1935. 

I regret that we do not have a photograph of 
Mr. Purvis we can send you. I hope this data will be of aid. 

Stacerely yours, 

L * Petrie* Gray in 

L. Patrick Gray, m 
Acting Director 


m ^ p > 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Mr. Purvis 
committed suicide Oh 2-29-60. Mr. Dal bey has indicated that there 
is no objection to furnishing correspondent the data requested. 
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September 19 * 19 


Information 

federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 



Mr* Cleveland 

Mr, Conrad 

W, Do 1 bey 

lfc\ J«nkiu 


Hr. Miller. E.S _ 

Mr. Ponder 

Spy e re . _ 

t k. Welter* 

Tele. Room ^ 

Mr. Kinley 

Mr. Armstrong 

Me. Herwig 

Mr*. Neenen 


Gentlemen: 

In looking through the April 1936 issue of The farmer 1 a 
Wife Magazine . I noticed a Ppst Cereal advertisement asking 
children to join the Melvir4j2*<rvis Junior G-Men Club. Every- 
one joining the club (by sending in two box-tops) received 
a Junior G-Man Club badge. 

As a nostalgia buff, I would like very much to obtain 
the rights to reproduce a small quantity of these badges for 
sale to- collectors . However, I have no idea hju# to conta,c£~ 
Mr. Purvis or his heirs. 

f 

I thought that since he is a former f.B.I^ agent, your 

t 

agency might be able to forward the enclosed letter ~(reTa ting 
to this matter) to Mr. Purvis or his family. I have left 
the letter unsealed, should you wish to examine it. 
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September 19, 1972 


I am writing concerning the Melvin Purvis Junior G-Man 
badge referred to in the attached advertisement (April 1936 
issue of -he Farmer 1 s Wife Magazine ) . As a nostalgia buff, 

I am interested in the possibility of obtaining the rights 
to reproduce, for sale, a replica of this premium. (Because 
I had no idea who to contact in this regard, the F.B.I. has 
been kind enough to forward this letter to you.) 

V t r Vi rtno A r* 4- a o 1 rtf rt in 1 rt f 4-V« A 4- aw 

j .jr j. g \j kj ux u iuk/ vx yvw v/x i ^ uuv jl u;iC x UUAi 

from a novelty company which used to produce many of the 
premiums distributed by breakfast food firms. As there are 
a very limited number of nostalgia fans around who are 
interested specifically in this kind of thing, I would expect 
to make little if any profit. The whole project would, I 
think, be more of a service to my fellow collectors than any- 
thing else. 

My questions are these: 

1. Is it possible for me to obtain the rights to do this 
through an agreement with you? 

2. If so, what would these rights cost? (I would be 
happy to pay a reasonable percentage of the price 
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afford any large initial payment or guarantee.) 

I'm sorry to bother you with such a small matter, but 
there are those to whom haying such an item would mean a 
great deal. 



P.3. 


A 7- 7V? 9-0°^ kier boil iWoii * 

^ ' 2040 3. oummerton Pd. 

Mt. Pleasant, MI. 4885& 

I am presently distributing replicas of a 1940 Captain 
Midnight medal unler a similar* arrangement with Okelly 
Oil Com ■'.any and Cvaltine Food Produces. 
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September 27, 1972 



In reply to your communication of September 19th, 

Mr. Melvin Horace^Ppivis, Jr. , died on February 29, 1960. At the 
time of his demise, his widow, the former Miss Rosanna Willccs* 
resided in Florence, South Carolina. I am returning your enclosures. 


Sincerely yours, 

1. Patrick Gray III 

L. Patrick Gray, m 
Acting Director 

Enclosures (3) 



NOTE: Purvis EOD 2/4/27, resigned 8/5/35, and committed ^cids 
2/29/60. He received substantial publicity ever the years and constantly 

capitalized on FBI experience. , £ ^ t 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


to : 

DIRECTOR 

FROM : 

/ 

/ . \*S SAC, LOS 


?v / , < 

subject: 

^^"MELVIN | 


r\ 


TELEVISION PILOT 
“RESEARCH 

00: Bureau 




date: 1/25/74 

ATTN: EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

DIVISION 


& 


The entertainment industry publication "Daily 
Varioty" in its issuo datod 1/24/74 contained an article which 
reported that ABC - TV had .forty television pilots in pre- 
paration for next season. Included In the list was "Melvin 
PurvisV/based on the FBI Agent of the DILLINOER ora, produced 
by _jD^y/\CURTIS_ f or American International Productions (AI?) 
from A JOHN MILIUS script • It was reported that filming would 
commence 1/28/714-. 


U- r The Bureau will recall that in 1973 Air released the 

notion picture "Dillinger" which was written and directed by 
^ JOHN MILIUS. By letter dated 5/7/73 captioned " f DILLINGER, * 
AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL PRODUCTIONS, MOTION PICTURE WITH FBI 
PORTRAYALS, RESEARCH" the Bureau was advised that AIP reportedly 
had planned to follow the production of "Dillinger" with films 
entitled "Baby Face Nelson," "Machine Gun Kelly," and "Pretty 
Boy Floyd." It is apparent that captioned television pro- 
duction is part of this same series of productions, and 
probably was inspirsd by fcb.6 f inane ial succ 6 s s of the motion 
picture tr Di 1 linger , ff 
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_ J - J ^Los Angeles indices contain no information identi— 
fiable^with DAN yCURTIS and c<£rbai*i3 ho additional information 


' / 


concerning JOHIv YHILIU S., bi&g-. 

The above is furnished for the information in the L - 
event AIP or ABC contacts the Bureau for cooperation or 

j A- .4 am 4 . U 4 . *.^1 
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vision pilot. 
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2- Los Angeles 

1 - 94-1983 (AIP) 
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* 






( 


i<> 

FROM 

Sl'RJKCT 

% 

K 

V 

\ t 

;\ 


\ 






l'MTi;i) STATES GOX'KRNM ENT 

Memorandum 



Hr. Franck 


MAN.: 2-14-74 


Mr. llcim | 
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J MOTION PICTURE REGARDING FORMER 
I CHICAGO SAC MELVIN miRVIS 
BEING MADE FOR TELEVISION ' 
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By letters dated January 25 and February 5, 
1974, the Los Angeles Office has advised that American 
International Pictures is making a motion picture for 
ABC-TV’s ^Movie of the Week" Series that - will bear 
the title j,"Melvin Purvi s" ©^"Purvis — G-Man." 

This film reportedly will be a "spin-off” 
of the character of Melvin Purvis (who was SAC of our 
Chicago Office in the mid-1930's) as Purvis was por- 
trayed in the 1973 motion picture "Dillinger" which 
was also produced by American International Pictures. 


y* 


American International Pictures is well-known 
to us as an "independent motion picture company that 
has specialized in low-budget (or "B") movies, including 
films glorifying notorious hoodlums. Representatives 
of American International Pictures have contacted us 
on a number of occasions in the past, but we have not 
extended cooperation to this outfit. 

According to an article in the January 30, 1974, 
issue of "Daily Variety," the film about Melvin Purvis 
will be the first motion picture that American International 
Pictures has made especially for television. 

This same article in the January 30th issue 
of "Daily Variety" also indicates that well-known actor 
Dale Robf 
Pur\ 
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SB FEB 19 1974 


For information. We should furnish -no. coeper-e-feion 
to either American International Pictures or ABC-TV in connection 
with the production or publicizing of this made-for-television 
motion picture. ^ 


1 - Mr. Franck 

W?; V"' 




1 - Mr. Walsh 
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Dale Knbcrtson has been signed 
to poil toy llic title role in , l , ur- 
vis — G* M an/’ A mcnen n 1 n lerna - 
troral Pictures' pilot-film for the 
ABC- TV "Movic-Of -The- Week" 
series. Don Curtis will direct the 
tihn whicn marks AlP’s firat veil- 
% *ure into motion pictures made es- 
pecially for tv. 

The picture is .i spin-off of the 
charade: of Melvin Purvis, as por- 
trayed in the recent hit movie 
"DiNineer," depicting exploits of 
the Fi;l ai;i‘nt. 

Production will bc^in this week 
on location in Sacramento and will 
later move to locations in the L.A. 
environs. Elliot Schick is cxec-in- 
charge-of-production for A1P. 
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Holly voo-J , C c 11 T . 
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■Memorandum 

yo i 1^ TOR t FBI 
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date: 2/5/7* 

ATTN: EXTEIiNAL AFFAIRS DIVISION 


from • SAC, LOS ANGELES (94-228/0 (RUC) 

v n 

Ipujrv 


SUBTEQ^’MELVIN (iWviS " 

7 ''•'.■.?T 1 7.^V^TTJ r PKr! 


ANERIC/cK INTERNATIONAL PRODUCTIONS 
TELEVISION PILOT 
RESEARCH 
00: Bureau 


Re Los Angeles letter, dated 1/25/74. 


Enclosed are two copies of an article which appeared 
in the 1/30/74 issue of the entertainment industry publication 
"Daily Variety". 


The enclosed article reports that the actor DALE 
ROBERTSON has been signed to portray the title role in 
cantioned television rilot. The article alsb suggests 
the titl«_of this film has been changed toy "Purvis -_G-Kan", 
ard~notes the picture "is a spin-off of ther character of MELVTN 
PURVIS as portrayed in the recent motion picture "Dillinger". 


/ , 


0 


As the Bureau is aware"/ ROBERTSON is a well known 
actor who has specialized in west erzf - role' sV He was bom 7/14/23, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
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'Bonnie & Clyde' 


A nC’s Tuesday Movie of 
the Week f lonutht nt 8:30 on 
IVMAI,“) is tolled as "Mel- 
vin Turns. (I Man/’ but it 
corner on more like a wa- 
tered down version of “Bon- 
nie and Clytle/* No sex, no 
nudity and no blood. 

Not that these arc requi- 
sites for a film about fa- 
mous gangsters of the 1930s, 
But for audiences used to 
sec in;: machine pun bullets 
rip people apart at their 
neighborhood ‘theater, 
•'Melvin Purvis, G-Man’* is 
gomp to seem pretty tame 
and perhaps n nt very au- 
thentic. 

What is authentic is the 
nostalgic 1930s background; ' 
the men wear bappy double- ■ 
breasted suits and big, flop- ■ 
py fedoras, the music is tin- 4 
ny and jazzy and the cars, 
everything from a Rolls , 
Roycc to a bright blue Ford, 
arc enough to swoon about, 

AGAINST THIS back- 
ground are, for the most 
part, cardboard people. The 1 
ill-starred lovers in this film 
arc “Machine Gun'* Kelly - 
(Harris Yulin ) and his wife, 
Kate (Margaret Blye), a 
touph gun moll reminiscent 
of the babes in old Jimmy 
‘Cagney movies. But instead 
of being gunned down after' 
an auto chase, they arc qui- 
etly apprehended in their 
■ bed in a hotel room where 
Kate is comforting her hus- 
band who is in tears be- 
cause he’s just learned that 
all the loot in the suitcase is 
in marked bills. 

The hero is Melvin Purv 
is, who is christened G-Man 
(government man) by Kelly 
ax the film*3 end. He is * 
played by none other than 
that old Oklahoma cowpoke, 
and star of countless TV 
Western series, Dale Rob- 
ertson. Purvis wears a 
magnificent beige coat with 
.a big fur collar and a big 
ii white itowsra to tJ 

• -• t# *t < 


ottf. He coolly lights up a 
new stogie and coil." far bis 
Tommy-pun before opening 
fire on the Kellys, “There’s 
plenty of time, those gangs- 
ters don't stand a chance 
against me,** he drawls. 

The showdown takes 
place in broad daylight, and 
you’ve never heard so much 
shooting or seen so little 
blood One crook even dives 
out of a closed second story 
window without causing 
himself noticeable harm. 

, IN iVHAT IS probably the 
key scene in the film, Purv- 
is talks Buckwheat, one of 
the gangsters* down from 
his perch on the second 
■ floor landing. "Son,** Rob- 
ertson drawls, “this is Mel- . 
vin Purvis down here. 
You*re going to have to 
shoot a lot straighter than * 
that to hit me/* „ * 

Btftifwrfeat succuihbsT^f 
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Ante. Dir. 

Dtp. AD Adm. 
Dtp. AD toy* _ 
A«st, Dir.: 

Admin. 


Cx wp. Syif, _ 
Ext. Aff«4r* _ 

Ftlaft & Cm. 

Gm. 

Idtitt. __ 


don’t want to die, Mr. Purv* 
6. ...... 

"Il will he nil ricnt, son,” 
says Purvis, his arm around 
Buckwheat, patting his 
shoulder ncntly. That's a 
hiqh point of the dialogue. . 
• In what seems to be a 
, last-ditch effort to breathe 
some motivation into the 
. characters, Kate rejects the 
larqcsse of a socialite dilet- 
tante and, screams at him 
about how she came from a 
poor family and grew up in 
a tarpaper shack. 

"CcorRc and I arc killers 
and bank robbers," she 
yells hysterically as ma- 
trons drag her out of the 
' jail's visiting room. "But 
you done this to ys.J' 
t — mnvCTAWrftrp 
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from : Mr. Heim 

SUBJECT: MOTION PICTURE ENTITLED 

.X' , MF J L^TN(HnsV'Lg* g-man" ... 
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On Monday, April 15, 1974, Director Kelley is 
scheduled to meet in New_York_CityJ with Elton B-r^Rule, 
President and Chief Operating Officer of the American 
Broadcasting Companies. For the past nine years, the 
ABC network has telecast our Sunday night television 
series ( "The FBI") ; and according to Quinn Martin* 
ABC-TV has until April 15 to advise whether it desires 
to renew “The FBI" for a 10th season on the ABC network 
beginning next September. 
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In contrast to the fair and factual treatment 
accorded the Bureau by ABC in its telecasting of our 
TV series , the ABC network featured a new motion pic- 
ture last Tuesday night (April 9) that represented a . 
cheap, tasteless effort to commercialize on the name 
of former SAC Melvin Purvis and his association with 
the FBI. 

I 

This motion picture, entitled "Melvin Purvis, 
G-Man," was -.especially made for ABCs Movie-of-the-Week 
feature by l -American_International_Pictures . It was made 
to serve as a _,r pi lot 11 program for possible adaptation to 
a television series that would dramatize exploits of the 
FBI--featuring the late former SAC Purvis — in the 1930's. 
The ABC Network did not advise us of its intention to have 
this film produced; nor were we a forded an opportunity to 
review the script. 
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Mr. Heim to Mr. Franck Memorandum 

RE: MOTION PICTURE ENTITLED "MELVIN PURVIS, G-MAN" 

TELECAST BY ABC NETWORK, APRIL 11, 1974 


Although the film was self-labeled at the outset 
as fictional, its portrayals of Melvin Purvis and 
other FBI personnel not only lacked authenticity, but they 
were near— comic and offensive. Comments concerning the 
film by persons both within and without the FBI have 
overwhelmingly been critical, (A critical review which 
appeared in the "Washington Star-News" on April 9 is 
attached. ) 


If an opportunity presents itself during the 
Director's conference with Elton Rule on Monday, it is 
felt that Mr. Kelley might want to advise Mr. Rule of 
our unfavorable reaction to the ABC— TV Movie— of— the-Weelc 
entitled "Melvin Purvis, G-Man" and tell Mr. Rule that 
the FBI strongly hopes ABC does not plan to adapt this 
film to a television series. 

RECOMMENDATION : 

For information in connection with Mr. Kelley's 
conference on Monday, April 15, 1974, with Elton Rule., 
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SUBJECT FORTHCOMING FILM CONCERNING MELVIN PURVIS 
AND TH3 KANSAS CITY MASSACRE 
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The Los Angeles Office has advised that Twentieth 
>x plans to produce^ ^jnade-for-television movie this 
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tatively *>nt- i ifUfYi’ R — The Kansas City 

isHfilm will be patterned along the 


Reportedly, this 
:he cheap, tasteless movie entitled 


’Melvin Purvis, 


G-Man" which was made by American International Pictures 


several 
work last 

■i « 


nths ago and was shown by the ABC Television Net- 
April. The Los Angeles Office has’ been informed, 
the! t substwin tidily ths ssur.c p 2 roduc 1 ii.on stdf f which 
"Melvin Purvis, G-Man" has been hired to produce 
"Melvin rfarvis — The Kansas City Massacre" for Twentieth 
Century-FDx. 


produced 
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At this point, a cast has not yet been hired for 
the new tfilm. Nor is it known whether DaleVRObertson, whose 
portrayal! of Melvin Purvis was both unrealistic and objection- 
able in the "Melvin Purvis, G-Man" film, will play the role of 

fnrmpr QTVT' Pnrvi <=: in new movie _ __ _ 

r r n 

I According to the Los Angeles Office, Twentieth 
Century-Fpx is aware of the fact that the FBI felt that 
American (international Pictures did a very shoddy job with 
"Melvin Plirvis, G-Man" — however, that movie earned sufficiently 
high television ratings when it was shown on ABC-TV that 
Twentieth! Century- Fox feels it would be worthwhile to make 
a second Purvis film. 

f n09) ^ 

OBSERVATIONS: 5Vi " REC’50 / V - - 


fsQH 


Purvis 


Apparently, Twentieth Century-Fox hopes that the second 
Lm will prove to be a stepping-stone to a new television 
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to Mr. McDermott Memorandum 
COMING FILM CONCERNING MELVIN PURVIS 
THE KANSAS CITY MASSACRE 


it will portray the late Melvin Purvis as principally 

C i.U n WOT 1 « 

1UL ouiviiHj uiic? rox a iuuhL ^cicuiaucu v#oocb i aa 

>r apprehending the most notorious criminals, of the 
cursory review of material available in the Research 
>es not indicate that former SAC Purvis played a 
role in the investigation of the Kansas City 
-other than the fact that he was one of four FBI 
Agents ori the scene at the time that one of the subjects of 
this case, Charles Arthur "Pretty Boy" Floyd, was fatally shot 
near Clarkson, Ohio, in October, 1934. 


series 
responsxz 
well as 
1930's. 
Section 
prominent 
Massacre- 


RECOMMENcJ^TION : 
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For information. The Los Angeles Office is aware that 
we do not^j want to lend any help or encouragement to the further 
exploitation of Melvin Purvis' memory by characters such as those 
who produced "Melvin Purvis, G-Man." 
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Dear M-fs. Murphy* 


This is in further response to your Freedosi of infor- 
nation Act (FOIA) request concerning Melvin Purvis* 


75’ 

Jpui 


Former Special Agent Melvin Horace Purvis was born on 
October 24, 1903, in Florence County, South Carolina to Melvin B. 
Purvis and Janie Mims Purvis. He married Rosanne M* Furvis (last 
name unknown) . 

. . Mr. Purvis entered on duty with the Department of Justice 

x on February 4, 1927, and became a Special Agent on February 1, 

V* 1929. On August 5, 1935, Agent Purvis resigned to practice law 
^ in California. 

* .on* 
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On February 29, 1960, Mr. Purvis died in Timmonsville, 
South Carolina, where he grew up. 

Knclosed is your self-addressed, stamped envelope as 
is not necessary when corresponding with this Bu£eau«.~. 


Sincer^^tyours , 
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James UBall , Chief 
Freedom "or Information-Privacy 
Acta Section 

Records Management Division 
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1705 "VC. i .CEL CIRCLE 
L.ViCH ESTER, n 57 755 


$tr 1 4 ^ 81 


Request No. " 1 50fi0 


R r : 
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Dear Requester: 

This is to acknowledge receipt by FBI Headquarters 
of your recent Freedom of Information-Privacy Acts (FOIPA) request 
and to advise you we will comply with your request according 
to Title 5, United States Code, Section 552 (a)(6)(A)(i) and 
other Federal statutes and regulations. Additional information, 
if needed, will be requested by separate letter. 

A search of the indices to our records will be made 
to determine if we have the information you seek. If the search 
fails to locate record(s) pertaining to your request, you will 
be notified. If the search locates a record (s) which may be 
responsive to your request, it will be retrieved and processed 
according to the provisions of the FOIPA. 

Tour request has been assigned the number indicated 
above. Please use this number in all correspondence with us. 


Computer' printout (4) 



Sincerely yours, 
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1705 Sycamore Circle 5 

Manchester, Tennessee 37355 
August 29, 1981 


Wi 1 1 iam Webster, Directer 
Federal Bureau ef investigation 
Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D* C, 20013 

Dea r Sir: 



2 I am* working on the Purvis Genealogy and have been told that 
Melvin PL^vis was an outstanding member of the FBI. 

Would you be so kind as to send me any information you may have 
that you weuld not consider classified? 


I am primarily i nterested in hia ^naroQts. ramnn. thei r place of 
residencej _h_is date ef b i rth and death,. time of service and any ether 
pertinent data concerning him and his immediate fami ly.^ 


Thank yeu for any help you may be able to give. I am enclosing 
a self addressed, stamped envelope for your convenience. If there 
are any charges, please let me knew and I will send my check. 


Yours very truly, 

C Mrs. Fred R. Murphy 
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December 4, 1980 



Dear Mrs. Thompson: 


Tour recent communication reques ting information 
concerning former Special Agent Melvin H. 'Put]) is has been 
received. Although the F3I does no t have any ptepiinted 
material to furnish you, it is suggested that you contact 
"The News and Courier," Charleston, South Carolina, since 
the January 16, 1960, edition of that paper contained extensive 
biographical date concerning Mr. Purvis. 
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that your husband found was a "Melvin Purvis Junior G-Man 
Corps Badge," the result of a promotional endeavor sponsored 
by the General Foods Corporation in the 1930’s. 


Since r 


ours. 




At 

Inspector in Charge 
Office of Congressional 
and Public Affairs 


®)PE: Correspondent's inquiry concerns former SA Melvin H. 

iHifrvis, Jr., who EOD 2/4/27, resigned 8/5/35, and committed 
siiicide 2/29/60 (Bufile 67-7489). He received substantial 
fct licity over the y ears and constantly capitalized on his 
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August 31, 1977 




Mr. Christopher P. P*-'**.* 

1356 Cherokee Road 

Florence, South Carolina 29501 

Dear Hr. Purvis: 


I was indeed sorry to learn of your Mother's death 
ana you have my heartfelt sympathy. Words are most inade- 
quate at a time like this, hut I nope you and the other 
aemoers of your family will find solace in the knowledge 


Uldl UUi 

aent* 


.k_ i - - _ — ^ ^ * a i 4 - W f»A*« « *% «r/M i r 

ta auu aic w*u» jva a. is jw«* 


Hay God bless and comfort you and your loved ones. 
Sincerely yours, 

Clarence ' KeHey 

rlsran^n U Knllnu 

Director 


1 - Columbia (80-0) 
Reurlet 8-24-77. 




Christopher Purvis is the son of former SA Melvin H. 
who eod 2-4-27 and resigned 8-5-35. 
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TO 


FROM 


subject: 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Director, FBI 

^-^SAC, Columbia (80-0j_ 

DEATH OF HRS. ROSANNE W. PURVIS 
WIDOW OF FULMER SPECIAL AGENT 
MELVIN H./PUIVIS 


date: 8/24/77 


D; r _ 

A j* . 

Dc ? . /.J , 
A«*l 5,:.:. _ 
Ada. E 
C.'iSL m,V.. 
r.r. C r*:: 
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For the Information of the Bureau, Mrs. ROSANNE W. PURVIS, 1 
Cherokee Road, Florence, South Carolina, widow of former FBI Agent 
MELVIN H. PURVIS, died Tuesday, August 23, 1977, In a local Florence 
hospital after a long Illness. Funeral services will be at 4:00 PM, 

August 25, 1977, at St. John's Episcopal Church, Florence. 

Mrs. PURVIS Is survived by three sons, MELVIN H. PURVIS, JR., New 
York, New York, P. ALSTON PURVIS of the Netherlands, and CHRISTOPHER P. PURVIS 
of 1356 Cherokee Road, Florence, South Carolina. 


*r- 


The Bureau may consider sending a letter of condolence to CHRISTOPHER 
^PURVIS of 1356 Cherokee Road, Florence, South Carolina 29501. 
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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July 11, 1977 


Mrs. Ruth Porter 

2488 Southeast 23rd Avenue 

Albany, Oregon 97321 

Dear Mrs. Porter t 


§ f? 



Receipt is acknowledged of your inquiry 
which was received in^bis Bureau July 1, 1977, 
regarding jfclvla^gflfcsU - a former eaployee of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Our records Indicate that Mr. PUrvis died 
on February 29, 1960, in Florence, South Carolina. 

With regard to your desire to research 
your family tree, it is suggested you contact the 
national Archives and Records Service, Central^ 
Research Division, Pennsylvania Avenue and Eighth 
Street, Northwest, Washington, D. C. 20408. 

I hope the above information will be of 
assistance to you. 


Sincerely yours. 


A lloc. Dl r . , . 
Dee. AO A**. 
Pep. AO I nv, _ 
Aut Dir. i 

i*rv, __ 

C|*«, lov. 

1 _ 


Labomcrr _ 

Co*nv 

PlerVt A bit#. 
Nee. Mpiw. _ 

v«* tnv. ^ 

Teeh. Strvi, 

Tr*inihfl 

NsUi* AM-. OH 

Ri 

Diractof', S«'|r 


SiZt, 


rniiey 

rence M. Kelley 
Director 


~u 


Mr. Purvis EOD 2-4-27, resigned 8-5-35, and committed 
suicide 2-29-60. He received substantial publicity 
over the years and constantly capitalized on FBI 
experience. His personnel file does not indicate up- 
to-date information regarding his relatives. Address 
rtf AyrV»i.vf»s received bv telephone call to 523-3183. 
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June 27, 1977 


J 


Personnel Department 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I would like some information, please. 

Back in the days when Government men were called G Men, instead 
of FBI men, I had a^3*®\or 3rd cousin who worked for your organization. 
His name was Melvin^BuWis. However, ny relatives did not keep very 
good track of each otTier, so now I am wondering, can you tell me the 
names of his parents and grandparents, so I can locate them on ny 
family tree? We both descended from John Purvis and Sarah Ginn who 
had seven children. I descended then, from William Purvis who had 
17 children, as did one of his brothers, so you can see why ny ances- 
tors lost track of each other. 

If you cannot give me his parents and grandparents names, can 
you tell me any other place I can write to find out? 

I will really appreciate any help you can give me, and I am in- 
closing a stamped, self-addressed envelope for your convenience. 

Thank you very much. 


C 1 .. 

jmtoiciy p 



Mrs. Ruth Porter 
2h38 S. E. 23rd Ave. 
Albany, Oregon 97321 
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June 16, 1977 


Mr. Wilford L. Jones 

6679 Northeast Peterson Lane 

Albany, Oregon 97321 

Dear Mr. Jones: 

Receipt it acknowledged of your letter 
which was received in Jtfiis Bureau June 13, 1977, 
regarding Mr. Melvin (yu kvls , a former employee of 
the Federal Bureau or""fnvestigatlon. 

Our records indicate that Mr. Purvis 
died on February 29, I960, in Florence, South 
Carolina. 

Sincerely yours, 

C M Ksllsr 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 

T f 


AGTtgab (3) 67-7489" ' 

* i ‘ 

Mr. Purvis EOD 2-4-27, resigned 8-5-35, and committed 
suicide 2-29-60. He received substantial publicity 
• "Over the years and constantly capitalized on FBI 
experience. 
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Salary Changes 


Date 

Grade 

Salai 

1C -1-2? 

C.a-c 

2-2300 . 

7-1-28 

C-f-6 

yjOOO i 

12-1-28 

Cal-o 

$3100 •. 

2-1-29 . 

Caf-9 .- 

$3200' 

5-1-50 

Caf-9 

,.3400 ’ 

7-15-30 

Car-10 

$3500 ' 

5-18-50 

Car -10 

v 4000 

9-1-50 

Qlx -11 

v»i6wO 

11-1- -5C 

Cal-12 
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£ Sum of ^rtfiestigitfom 

5L 3, ^rparfa-uiti jf 2u3tia 

Post Office Box 312, 
Chicago, Illinois. 


July 1st, 1935 


Director,- 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
United St# t$a ^Department of Justice, 


Avenue at 9 ^'«ife 4 t, H>.V Y** / 

Washington, D. C. *0 /— y 

Dear Sir, 


^ - _ r . * y ■ : y .. f ^ . v. ~ 

mS> ! / *5 /T ? / S~\ 

& /- / t' a ? ^6/ ^ 


In co reliance with Section 35 of the Manual of Rules 
and Regulations, the following information is submitted! 

y 


(a) Marital status: 


Unmarried 


vji - ; 


( y>\ VcnaQ rtf Qrtrt^ otl aq nrt *T_o ITflnnfl &1 nhft f f^rtll t.h Mi'll ^ _ 

^ y y jl 1U4M&W vx fc/wv v w^wm v* vx w * a * **■*-» 

tions with which connected: 


/r 


(c) Legal Residence: 

(d) Education: 


(e) Person to be notified in 
emergency: 

(f) Relatives in Government 
Service: 

(g) Office of preference: 


College social fraternity. 

Tiamonsville, S. C. 

Graduated Tiamonsville, S. C. 
High School; LL.B. degree. 
University of South Carolina. 

Mr. Si. H. Purvis, 

Tlmmonsville, S. C. 

Nona. 

Chicago, Illinois. 


Very truly yours, 

M. H. PURVIS, 

Special Agent in Charge 
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Special Agent 
in Chsrge 


I. DEGREE : 
LL.B. 
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« n inrnvT.c 

■i * 11 • * 


II. BARS : 

-- ■ South Carolina 


HI. CERTIFIED PUBL IC 
ACCOUNTANTS: 


SCHOOL : 

University of 
South Carolina 


YEAR ADMITTED : 
1925 . 


YEAR: 


* 1 . FT' 

r 


"*r % \ 


plac' 


111 in da 


Date June 20, 1954 


LOCATION : 

Columbia, E, C. 


IV. LANGUAGES: 


INDICATE DEGREE OF PROFICIENCY: 


V. SPECIAL QUALIFICATIONS : 

(Vocations, avocations, and 

miscellaneous qualifications.) 


INDICATE DEGREE OF PROFICIENCY: 
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South Carolina 1925 ^ 
LANGUAGES : 


SPECIAL QUALIFICATIONS! 
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PUKVIS, li. H. 
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NffflP ATTORkki GENERAL, 

t _ , fl Washington, D. C. 

„ # ^ b “*'"* ? irn.ij;e application for appointment to the positions! Inve st i gatiZt ^ ! 

ft the Department^ Justice, and for your use in this connection submit the following informations 

* ™ S&,— mSSL; 


1 . Name in 


2. Legal residice T.lfflaQnB.YlUjB J ..ja. C. 

* *t ■' ° ~ M > j i\r 



DEPARTMENT OF 


[• . appucation for appointment 


jk T > 

• * „ j3E a 

, Floiejice., 

■ tecssi.be r. 16 ; : a^ i M fi, 




iff t 8 ' M “ J “ d ‘4 T “P w 5^ d g^^--Ao^-iX8 f-. ii-i:. Bank Bnl liUng 

l *■ ***•“ '“oLd.y — -33 WBjht _ Xto ..tv. Heigbt 

h. 5. <«> FU<* i^nh JlnonBlllM. W Prwot dtirjhjp T..J^'.- 1np 

i*p«. l-ht. of birtllf (a) f.lh*r .Tim9nBVtUS l ..8.,..,Cte, mother Tl nmofvl 1 1 

Ji- Were you evs*:n the service of the United States! ...Jffo. 


; Fju ®* Hso, when, aid in wbut department of the service! 


B ’. Ar6 - vou rr ^rned,t (if married woman, state whether J>wbaad is is Federal service.) 

f|5i plyviedDy »|^Je^B^Sfech a 




'Jrt > 


(charging the djRM <tf tfeft position sought! (Any physic 

fully described.) 6£iB. ‘ £V 

IT! . , , ' - 1 i fv v 

- L ft ■ 
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* i - %k i “■ - 

■ fr—+~ri!S~~* 
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beeuA defendant 




in a criminal case in court I SCU-^ — ■— — 


Specify: 



12. Education: (Under this head your entire educational training should be given in ohroiwk^MS^I 
order, with the period spent in each institution, degrees taken, etc. Know&d^ol any lanftuo^ 
other than English should be indicated first.) m% 1 

I._g£&duated.;^ SchojL whAdh pa| , p , j 

^ a . St at e .J3i£h_.S£ha3l^.::J„ C^xJ. * 




lina aiid\there_rece 








13. Experience: (Under this bead, in 'chronological order, state your entire business sad *rofee- 

sionai experience, including names of employers and dates,) SAH.Cv£..-GX8.d.us.'tlQll--f3P0£..4;S^ , i 

...... Uni vexsit-y-of-JBcaitii- - Carolina. .rA-tii.-t'ae -degxee-of--A*L.B.-J,-hasre-l5e< 

• .aBeaciateti.rith— tiie.Xirc;-of--^ill«ox-A-Ke-r<iee-in- the-p-ractidl-ol-- 

Lar ...Aly .association. -titA-tiie -above- f A-xn. . .be:;a.n. . cm .June.. 22ucU. J.S2&J 

_ and _A.B__EEL5jaa.i_.pxe sent. Du r ing. .i he. . pa.e_t_ . .t.wo .. y e axe. _ 

been engaged in making ?.dj_ust^ent6 on >..f.ixe__loseee _for^ 


„rn»i*Hn» -caapsiirerr 


. +- 




• 1 

for variceis 1 U 


1 1 m* iriii 1 

t* 

s^aiT 

> . *' 


4 ! 
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aa, u ni ; 


Have yoU ever been discharged from a position? S.O.t. 






^5. References to persons well qualified to judge as to your fitness for the position sought: 

..-.-_....l'r,.Fred..L....WillC3X+ .•...FlQrfin£e + ..fi^..C JL 1 : 

* 

.... 1 M?-.. A*. Lf.. Hardee,. T.lQEgR.GS*._J5..„.CU 1 

a J~i; Mr. R. B. Fulton, Florence, 8. C. V .. 

JJ .*£ia - ^ 

f Mr. Henry E. Davie, Florenc e , C , 


^ M r.J.H.j M c Sw e e n , T lmmonsvlll e, 8. C. 

Mr, R. W . Sh ar ke y, Florence, 8. C. ' 

Mr. Douglas M P^ajr , __Cqlumpia JL 8. C . 

i(r J ,..Sajoi.J.„IlQFal* i!laxencfi + ..fl-.„.a. A-’:. 

i 

71 . Aivftp ngni^ of socle lias or organizations with which connected: 

■ * : laqna Alpha frate rni ty. (Sout hern) 






* ‘ ' 4r 5 - - 
>*■, <, ■ . ‘ T JV 
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ti p Bab 1 \ 


d to ehow your fitness for t' 




■pyri^- Are you now employed 1 If so, give name end sd drees of employer, end rj?' 

~ Whatif the highest compensation yon have ever received in any employmen 

I a m now engaged in tbg_. j>ract lpe of Law » .94 a 9.^ _ J 
1 92 5„ _ - have b een . with „W 111 .A . £&£&&£. ». £%_%_ q m ey i _ At, _ 

S. C . I do not rece ive a galaxy. 

19. Are you map vition- to accept temporary employment at anytime, without previous 
if notice is requiredj^^ow^muohf — i — W..i? - i ;P.5 ,.'t.9..AQ.9.?J.$.. .% ®P©OXi 
employment 'at JM? . time without pjgviomJ^OtlQg. 

H 20. Are you willing and prepared to accept as signm ent to any part of the United 

ervioee are required f — T.®.®.? : ; — - 

21. Attach unmounted photograph not larger than 3 by 4$ inches . Write your 

- Respectfully, . 



I (Beturn tki • term to The Attorney General, Uepmr 

Washington, D+ C.) 


^nation coiAAad ia th* appltcfttioa 
- ^ "i jfcikc® with aryuul qptrtms 


it desires taioaks snt further or 
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